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At the outset, Chairperson of the Bureau, Kumari Selja, Honourable 
M inister for Housing  and  U rban P ov erty  Allev iation, G ov ernment of I nd ia 
w elc omed  the Honourable M embers and  d isting uished  partic ipants for the 
sec ond  meeting  of the Bureau.   T he Chairperson, on behalf of the 
member c ountries of the Bureau ex pressed  her g ratitud e to the 
Honourable M inister for P ublic  W ork s and  Housing , J ord an  M r Husni Abu 
G haid a  for His E x c ellenc y ’ s efforts to host the meeting  and  for the 
hospitality  and  c ourtesies ex tend ed  in J ord an.  T he Chairperson also 
c omplemented  the Hon’ ble M inister for tak ing  up innov ativ e initiativ es in 
the field  of housing  and  urban d ev elopment in J ord an and  spec ific ally  
mentioned  about the rec ent initiativ e for c reation of Community  
D ev elopment F und  in J ord an for financ ing  c ommunity  w id e serv ic es 
inc lud ing  soc ial fac ilities and  afford able housing .  T he Chairperson 
hig hlig hted  the need  for w id er d issemination of suc h innov ativ e best 
prac tic es in the reg ion for effec tiv e replic ation.    
 
Hig hlig hting  the need  for ex tensiv e sharing  of k now led g e and  
ex perienc es among  the member c ountries, the Chairperson informed  
that an ex c lusiv e w ebsite for AP M CHU D  (w w w . apmc hud . c om)  has been 
d ev eloped  by  the I nterim Sec retariat of the Bureau.   T his initial v ersion 
of the w eb-site attempts to prov id e information on the AP M CHU D  
ac tiv ities at larg e.  T he c hairperson req uested  all member c ountries to 
g iv e their v aluable sug g estions for improv ing  the w eb-site in terms of its 
c ontents, information base, and  presentation mod e to mak e it more 
useful informativ e and  interac tiv e.    
 
She further ind ic ated  that the I nterim Sec retariat had  prepared  a d raft 
c onc ept note inc orporating  an ac tion plan to fac ilitate a foc ussed  
approac h tow ard s ac hiev ing  the ambitious ag end a set in the D elhi 
D ec laration, w hic h w ould  be d isc ussed  in d etail in this meeting .  



 
T he Chairperson also c ong ratulated  M r.  Hd aib, D irec tor G eneral, HU D C 
on being  c onferred  the R oy al M ed al from the His M ajesty  the King  of 
J ord an,  in rec og nition of his outstand ing  ac hiev ements in the field  of 
housing  and  urban d ev elopment in J ord an.  
 
Briefly  outlining  the major d ec isions tak en in the  first meeting  of the 
Bureau held  at N airobi on 1 5 th April, 2 0 0 7 ,  the Chairperson ex plained  
about the ac tions tak en thereon.    
 
After the introd uc tory  remark s of the Chairperson, the members joined  
the Chairperson in formally  launc hing  the w ebsite of AP M CHU D  
(w w w . apmc hud . c om) .  T he Chief Coord inator of the I nterim Sec retariat 
of the Bureau, M r.  S. K.  Sing h d emonstrated  liv e, the c ontents of the 
w ebsite.   I t w as noted  that this interac tiv e w ebsite, prov id es c omplete 
d etails  on the bac k g round  of the AP M CHU D  Conferenc e held  at D elhi in 
D ec ember, 2 0 0 6 , c onstitution of the Bureau of the AP M CHU D , d etails of 
the v arious meeting s held  at D elhi and  N airobi and  the relev ant 
d oc uments suc h as D elhi D ec laration of AP M CHU D  and  the E nhanc ed  
F ramew ork  of I mplementation for Sustainable U rbanisation in Asia-
P ac ific .   T he site also prov id es online link ag es to v arious important 
w ebsites of relev ant I nstitutions suc h as U N -Habitat, U N -E SCAP , SAAR C, 
ASE AN , Asian D ev elopment Bank , P ac ific  I sland s F orum, and  E CO .   T his 
effort of the I nterim Sec retariat in d ev eloping  the w eb-site w as 
applaud ed  by   the members of the Bureau.   

 
 

T he Honourable V ic e M inister from I ran, M r.  M onouc her Kajeh D alloui, in 
his remark s apprec iated  the sinc ere efforts being  put by  I nd ia tow ard s 
the ev olution of AP M CHU D  as a v ibrant mec hanism for reg ional 



c ooperation in the sec tor.   E x plaining  the on-g oing  preparatory  
arrang ements for the forthc oming  2 n d  Conferenc e of AP M CHU D  
tentativ ely  sc hed uled  for M ay  2 0 0 8  at T ehran, the M inister solic ited  
ex tensiv e g uid anc e and  c ooperation from the Sec retariat of the Bureau.  
T he M inister also thank ed  M r Husni Abu G haid a,  Honourable M inister 
for P ublic  W ork s and  Housing , J ord an  and  M r.  Shehad ah Abu Hd aib, 
D irec tor G eneral, HU D C, G ov ernment of J ord an, for hosting  this ev ent in 
a pleasant env ironment.    

 
T he D irec tor G eneral, HU D C, M r.   Shehad ah Abu Hd aib w hile w elc oming   
the members and  partic ipants, briefly  ex plained  the initiativ es being  
tak en by  HU D C as the g ov ernment’ s sole ag enc y  responsible for housing  
and  urban sec tors and  hig hlig hted  the ac hiev ements of HU D C,  He 
ind ic ated  that sinc e the establishment of HU D C in 1 9 6 5 , the org anisation 
has prov id ed  shelter to more than 4 2  thousand  household s all ov er the 
c ountry , in ad d ition to the public  build ing s suc h as sc hools, health 
c entres, c ommunity  build ing s, c ommerc ial c entres, etc .   Briefly  outlining  
the J ord an G ov ernment’ s N ational Housing  Strateg y  and  the reforms in 
the housing  sec tor, he ex pressed  the G ov ernment’ s resolv e to jointly  
w ork  w ith the members  in fulfilling  the c ommitments of the millennium 
d ev elopment g oals for sustainable d ev elopment.    

 
T he Honourable M inister of P ublic  W ork s and  Housing , G ov ernment of 
J ord an, M r.  Husni Abu G haid a, in his ad d ress w elc omed  the Honourable 
M inisters and  d eleg ates for the Sec ond  M eeting  of the Bureau of 
AP M CHU D  to Amman, the c apital of J ord an.   He hig hlig hted  the 
c halleng es of rapid  urbanisation and  d eteriorating  q uality  of life of  the 
poor,  and  und erlined  the c ritic al role of shelter in ad d ressing  the soc io-
ec onomic  c halleng es and  ex pec tations.    T he Hon’ ble M inister further 
elaborated  on the v arious initiativ es being  tak en up by  the G ov ernment 



of J ord an to ad d ress these c halleng es.   He informed  the Bureau about 
the new  roy al g rant initiated  by  His M ajesty ,  King  Abd ullah the I I ,  for 
prov id ing  housing  to about 3 3 ,0 0 0  household s in the nex t 5  y ears in an 
afford able manner.  He apprec iated  the efforts of the G ov ernment of 
I nd ia for initiating  the Asia P ac ific  M inisterial Assembly  for housing  and  
urban d ev elopment in 2 0 0 6  tow ard s ad d ressing  the c halleng es fac ing  
the Asia P ac ific  c ountries and  prov id e a c ommon und erstand ing  among  
them on housing  and  urban issues and  fostering  partnerships betw een 
the g ov ernments  and  other stak e hold ers.  
 
After the brief remark s by  the Honourable M embers, the Chief 
Coord inator M r.  S. K.  Sing h, w ith the permission of the Chair, introd uc ed  
the ag end a items.  

 
Agenda Item No. 1  : 
C onf i r mati on of  th e M i nu tes  of  th e F i r s t M eeti ng of  th e B u r eau  
of  th e As i a P ac i f i c  M i ni s ter s  C onf er enc e on H ou s i ng and U r b an 
D ev el op ment h el d at Nai r ob i  on 15 th  Ap r i l ,  2 0 0 7 .  
 
 
T he Chief Coord inator, w hile introd uc ing  the ag end a items, ind ic ated  
that the M inutes of the 1 s t M eeting  w ere c irc ulated  to all the members of 
the Bureau and  no c omments hav e been rec eiv ed  thereon.  T he 
members w ere req uested  to offer c omments, if any , on the minutes of 
the first meeting  of the Bureau.    
 
T he representativ e from Az erbaijan enq uired  about the c omments, if 
any , rec eiv ed  from China w ith reg ard  to I tem N o.  3  of the first meeting .   
T he Chief Coord inator informed  that no c omments w ere rec eiv ed  from 
China in this reg ard  and  ac c ord ing ly , ac tion of plac ing   the statement on 
establishment of AP M CHU D  and  solic iting  ac tiv e partic ipation and  



assistanc e from U N -Habitat,  in the 2 1 s t G ov erning  Counc il M eeting  of 
the U N -Habitat at N airobi w as c ompleted .   
 
T here being  no other c omments from the members, th e B u r eau  
r ati f i ed th e mi nu tes  of  th e 1st meeti ng of  th e B u r eau  held  at 
N airobi on 1 5 th April, 2 0 0 7 .    

 
 

Item No. 2 :   
Ac ti on tak en r ep or t on th e dec i s i ons  of  th e B u r eau  of  AP M C H U D  
i n i ts  F i r s t meeti ng  h el d at Nai r ob i  on 15 th  Ap r i l ,  2 0 0 7 . 

 
T he Chief Coord inator of the I nterim Sec retariat ex plained  the v arious 
ac tions to be tak en as a follow -up of the d ec isions in the 1 s t M eeting  of 
the Bureau held  at N airobi, and  outlined  the ac tions tak en on eac h 
d ec ision.   
 
As part of ag end a item N o.  1  of the 1 s t M eeting  on the theme of setting  
up of an I nterim Sec retariat of the Bureau of AP M CHU D ,  the Bureau had  
d esired  that the d etails of the I nterim Sec retariat alread y  set up be 
c onv ey ed  to all the M embers of the AP M CHU D .  I t w as noted  that a 
c ommunic ation has alread y  been issued  by  the Hon’ ble Chairperson in this 
reg ard  to all the M ember Countries of the AP M CHU D ,  and  a c opy  of the 
same w as also plac ed  w ith the ag end a item for the information of the 
Bureau.  

 
As part of the ag end a item N o. 2  of the 1 s t M eeting  in reg ard  to 
id entific ation of mod alities of establishing  the Sec retariat and  other 
org ans,  the Bureau had  d ec id ed  that the d etails on the ac tiv ities, etc  of 
the P ermanent Sec retariat be c onsid ered  in the forthc oming  M eeting .   I t 
w as noted  that a proposal on the subjec t has alread y  been inc orporated  



as a separate ag end a item for d isc ussion in this 2 n d  M eeting  of the 
Bureau.   
 
As part of the ag end a item N o. 3  of the 1 s t M eeting  in reg ard  to solic iting  
the Asia P ac ific  Countries and  the E x ec utiv e D irec tor of U N -HABI T AT  to 
assist the Bureau in its efforts to establish the Sec retariat, the Bureau had  
d ec id ed  that the Statement by  the Chairperson of the Bureau of 
AP M CHU D  on establishment of AP M CHU D  and  solic iting  ac tiv e 
partic ipation and  assistanc e from U N -Habitat, be tabled  in the 2 1 s t 
G ov erning  Counc il M eeting  of the U N -HABI T AT  after rec eipt of c omments, 
if any , from the Bureau M embers.  I t w as noted  that as no c omments w ere 
rec eiv ed , the Statement w as tabled  in the 2 1 s t G ov erning  Counc il M eeting  
of the U N -HABI T AT  on 1 9 th April, 2 0 0 7  
 
As part of the ag end a item N o. 4  of the 1 s t M eeting  in reg ard  solic iting  the 
c o-operating  partners to support AP M CHU D  efforts in the implementation 
of the measures outlined  in the D elhi D ec laration of AP M CHU D ,  the 
Bureau had  d ec id ed  that the Chairperson may  ad d ress an appropriate 
c ommunic ation to k eep the referred  I nstitutions/ ag enc ies and  other 
related  org aniz ations informed  in reg ard  to the formation of the 
AP M CHU D , its Bureau and  Sec retariat enc losing  therew ith a c opy  of the 
D elhi D ec laration.  T he 2 n d  meeting  of the Bureau noted  that a 
c ommunic ation as referred  has alread y  been sent by  the Hon’ ble 
Chairperson and  that a c opy  of the same has also been plac ed  as part of 
the ag end a item for referenc e of the Hon’ ble members of the Bureau.  
 
As part of the ag end a item N o. 5  of the 1 s t M eeting  in reg ard  to 
establishment of Coord inating  Committees for the housing  and  urban 
d ev elopment issues in Asia-P ac ific  Countries to mainstream the issues of 
the sec tor and  g iv ing  a hig h prominenc e to the c halleng es of sustainable 



urbaniz ation,  the Bureau had  d ec id ed  that, w hile eac h M ember c ountry  
may  d ec id e on the appropriate mec hanism and  c omposition of the Co-
ord ination Committee, it may  be ad v isable to c onstitute the same w ith the 
M inister c onc erned  as the Chair.  T he Bureau further authoriz ed  the 
Chairperson to ad d ress an appropriate c ommunic ation to all the M ember 
Countries of AP M CHU D  in this reg ard .   T he 2 n d  meeting  of the Bureau 
noted  that a c ommunic ation as referred  has alread y  been sent by  the 
Hon’ ble Chairperson and  that a c opy  of the same has been plac ed  as part 
of the ag end a item for referenc e.  
 
As part of the ag end a item N o. 6  of the 1 s t M eeting  in reg ard  to ` any  other 
I tem w hic h members may  lik e to tak e up’  it w as d ec id ed  by  the Bureau 
that the nex t meeting  of the Bureau (2 n d )  be held  at N ew  D elhi and  the 
subseq uent meeting s c ould  be in other c ountries as may  be ag reed .   I n 
this reg ard  it w as ind ic ated  that as the G ov ernment of J ord an had  k ind ly  
offered  to host the 2 n d  meeting  (c urrent)  at J ord an,  ac c ord ing ly , this 
meeting  has been c onv ened  at Amman,  J ord an.   
 
T h e B u r eau  noted th e v ar i ou s  ac ti ons  tak en on th e dec i s i ons  of  
th e B u r eau  i n i ts  1st meeti ng h el d at Nai r ob i .   
 



Item No. 3 :   
 

E s tab l i s h ment of  th e S ec r etar i at f or  th e B u r eau  of  AP M C H U D  and  
Ac ti on P l an f or  th e s ame   
 
I ntrod uc ing  the ag end a item,  the Chief Coord inator of the Bureau of 
AP M CHU D  ind ic ated  that the Bureau in its 1 s t meeting  at N airobi had  
d ec id ed  that the d etails on the ac tiv ities, etc  of the P ermanent Sec retariat 
be c onsid ered  in the forthc oming  M eeting ,  and  ac c ord ing ly  a d raft 
proposal for establishment of the P ermanent Sec retariat of the Bureau of 
the Asia P ac ific  M inisters’  Conferenc e on Housing  &  U rban D ev elopment 
(AP M CHU D )  has been d raw n-up.  He further ind ic ated  that the proposal 
c ov ers the mand atory  framew ork  of the AP M CHU D ,  its v ision and  mission, 
its ex ec utiv e Sec retariat inc lud ing  its struc ture, ac tion plan and  sourc e of 
financ e.  O utlining  the c ontents,  the Chief Coord inator ex plained  that 
w hile d rafting  the d etails, a sig nific ant g uid anc e has been tak en from the 
efforts alread y  mad e by  similar institutions partic ularly  the Afric an 
M inisters Conferenc e on Housing  and  U rban D ev elopment,  w hic h is 
alread y  in ex istenc e.  T he d etails w ork ed  out c ov ers the mand atory  
framew ork , v ision &  mission, roles, struc ture, ac tion plan, and  initial 
support for the func tioning  of the Sec retariat of the AP M CHU D .   
 
W hile ex plaining  in d etail the c ontents of the mand atory  framew ork  and  
the v ision and  mission of the AP M CHU D , the Chief Coord inator ind ic ated  
that the spec ial foc us of these w ould  be,  as outlined  by  the Chairperson 
in her initial remark s, on sharing  of mutual ex perienc es, ex posure to best 
prac tic es for ac hiev ing  the c ommon objec tiv es,  and  fac ilitate eac h other 
in promoting  sustainable d ev elopment of human settlements in the Asia 
P ac ific  R eg ion.   
 



W hile c ommenting  on the c ontents of para 3  on ` E x ec utiv e Sec retariat’ ,  
the Hon’ ble M ember from I ran ind ic ated  that,  in ad d ition to the 1 3  items 
outlined  in the ag end a item ind ic ating  the responsibilities of the ex ec utiv e 
sec retariat, he sug g ested  that the ex ec utiv e sec retariat should  prov id e 
nec essary  av ailable information to the member c ountry  w here ev er the 
AP M CHU D  c onferenc e is sc hed uled  to happen.  T he Hon’ ble M ember 
further ind ic ated  that the ex ec utiv e sec retariat c ould  also play  a sig nific ant 
role in c ollation and  d issemination of innov ativ e c onstruc tion 
method olog ies,  method s of financ ing , sourc es of financ ing  inc lud ing  
public -priv ate partnerships and  g ov ernment subsid ies  w ith partic ular 
referenc e to ex tend ing  afford able housing  to the low  inc ome population.   
 
Apprec iating  the sug g estion by  the Hon’ ble M ember, the Chairperson 
ind ic ated  that the responsibility  of the ex ec utiv e sec retariat c ould  be 
ex pand ed  as sug g ested  and  ac c ord ing ly  tw o addi ti onal  
r es p ons i b i l i ti es  as und er c ould  be ad d ed :    
 
“1 4 .  Collation and  d issemination of innov ativ e c onstruc tion 
method olog ies, method s of financ ing , sourc es of financ ing  inc lud ing  
public -priv ate partnerships and  g ov ernment subsid ies w ith partic ular 
referenc e to ex tend ing  afford able housing  to the low  inc ome population.  
1 5 .  P rov id e nec essary  av ailable information to the member c ountry , 
w here ev er the AP M CHU D  c onferenc e is sc hed uled  to happen. ”   
 
T h i s  w as  agr eed to,   b y  th e B u r eau .   
 
I n reg ard  to the Ac tion P lan for the ex ec utiv e sec retariat, the Chief 
Coord inator ind ic ated  that the ac tion plan has been d etailed  in terms of 
the k ey  objec tiv e, the output ex pec ted , the ac tiv ities/ projec t to be 
und ertak en for ac hiev ing  the same,  and  the ind ic ator of its ac hiev ement.   



He further ind ic ated  that the time frame for eac h of the k ey  objec tiv e 
w ould  be finaliz ed  after ad option of the proposed  ac tion plan by  the 
Bureau.  
 
T h e ac ti on p l an w as  ap p r ov ed b y  th e B u r eau . 
 
I n reg ard  to the sourc e of financ e,  the Chief Coord inator ind ic ated  that 
the I nterim sec retariat of the Bureau is alread y  func tional in N ew  D elhi 
sinc e April 2 0 0 7 ,  and  that the ex ec utiv e sec retariat to und ertak e the 
func tions outlined  in the ag end a w ould  be initially  supported  by  the 
G ov ernment of I nd ia,  M inistry  of Housing  and  urban P ov erty  Allev iation 
and  the Housing  and  U rban D ev elopment Corporation L td  (HU D CO )   w ith 
sk eletal staff and  log istic  arrang ements.  
 
E laborating  on the issue of sourc es of financ e for the operations of the 
E x ec utiv e Sec retariat of the Bureau of AP M CHU D ,  the Chairperson  
ind ic ated   that the issue of financ ial assistanc e from U N -Habitat has been 
d isc ussed  ex tensiv ely  in the c ontex t of the Afric an M CHU D .   T he 
Chairperson ind ic ated  that the I nstitutional support, thoug h may  be 
forthc oming , may  tak e a substantial time to firm up,  and  in this proc ess a 
c onsid erable time may  be lost in operationalising  the ac tions the w ay  the 
AP M CHU D  has intend ed  to.   I n ord er to immed iately  g et into ac tion mod e, 
it w as felt d esirable to start w ith the support from G ov ernment of I nd ia 
w ith nominal support and  w ithout the financ ial support issue hampering  
the prog ress of w ork / initiativ es.   Ac c ord ing ly  at this stag e,  this proposal is 
submitted  for Bureau’ s c onsid eration.  
 
Cong ratulating  the efforts for launc hing  the w eb-site on AP M CHU D ,  the 
Ambassad or of M alay sia in J ord an, ind ic ated  that this effort w ould  g o a 
long  w ay  in enhanc ing  more meaning ful c ooperation in the Asia-P ac ific  



R eg ion.    I n reg ard  to the sourc e of financ e for operationlising  the 
E x ec utiv e Sec retariat,  apprec iating  the d ec ision of the G ov ernment of 
I nd ia to support the running  of the Sec retariat at this stag e, enq uired  
w hether any  ex pend iture sharing  formula has been finaliz ed  for the 
member c ountries of AP M CHU D  in future.  T he Chairperson ind ic ated  that 
no c ost sharing  formula has been w ork ed  out  or c onsid ered  at this stag e,  
and  the emphasis has been to operationalise the Sec retariat to tak e up 
the ac tiv ities w ith minimal ex pend iture support from the G ov ernment of 
I nd ia at this stag e,  and  nev ertheless inter-g ov ernmental c ontribution or 
sharing  formulas c ould  be d isc ussed  later based  on the prev alent method s 
in this reg ard .           
 
E x plaining  further on the w eb-site,  the Chairperson ind ic ated  that this 
initial effort w ould  hav e to be ex pand ed  to mak e it more d y namic  w ith 
substantial q uantum of information on housing  and  urban d ev elopment 
ac tiv ities inc orporated , inc lud ing  v arious best prac tic es and   innov ativ e 
sc hemes, w ith link s established  to the w eb-sites of all the member 
c ountries of AP M CHU D .   I t should  be a ric h one w ith link s prov id ed  to the 
w eb-sites of all relev ant institutions.   I t should  hav e fac ility  for prov id ing  
c omments and  v iew s by  members and  also hav e link  to the offic ial w eb-
sites of all the  member c ountries and  also international and  multi-lateral 
I nstitutions in the field  of housing  and  urban d ev elopment.  T he 
Chairperson w elc omed  sug g estions and  c omments from the M ember 
c ountries for its improv ement to mak e it an effec tiv e tool for interac tion 
and  information ex c hang e.  
 
T he Hon’ ble M ember from I ran ex pressed  his apprec iation of this effort in 
setting  up of a w eb-site for the AP M CHU D  and  felt this w ould  promote 
substantial interac tion among  the member c ountries.  T he Hon’ ble M ember 
sug g ested  that the w eb-site should  hav e a d ata bank   in w hic h all the 



c ountries plac e their prog rammes, v iew s, v isions, plans,  etc  on the four 
basic  aspec ts outlined  in the D elhi D ec laration.   T he d etails c ould  inc lud e 
the innov ativ e prog rammes alread y / to be launc hed  and  mak e them 
av ailable to all the c ountries for information, ad option and  ad aption.   All 
the members should  be able to period ic ally  upd ate the respec tiv e d etails 
w ith the help of the ex ec utiv e sec retariat.   
 
T he D irec tor G eneral of HU D C, J ord an apprec iating  the effort in launc hing  
the w eb-site for AP M CHU D  opined  that the suc c ess of the effort lies in all 
the c ountries plac ing  their d ev elopment prog rammes/ prac tic es and  v isions 
in the field  of housing  and  urban d ev elopment in the w eb-site for a larg er 
apprec iation.   He further sug g ested  that w ith link  to the w eb-sites of U N -
HABI T AT ,  etc  the best prac tic es in this field  should  be ac c essible to ev ery  
member c ountry ,  thus mak ing  it truly  a g lobal information w eb-site on 
housing  and  urban d ev elopment.   
 
T he representativ e from Az erbaijan felt that this initiativ e w ould  c ontribute 
in improv ing  mutual aw areness on d ev elopmental initiativ es.  He further 
sug g ested  that eac h member c ountry  may  prov id e a foc al point offic er to 
upd ate their information c ontent on a reg ular basis and  send  it to the 
ex ec utiv e sec retariat for final upd ating  in the w eb-site.   T h e s u gges ti on 
w as  agr eed to b y  th e B u r eau .  
 
Conv ey ing  the c ong ratulatory  note of the E x ec utiv e D irec tor of U N -
HABI T AT  on the substantial prog ress being  ex hibited  by  the AP M CHU D  in 
a short time of its establishment,  the representativ e of U N -HABI T AT , 
N airobi ex pressed  its c ontinued  support to AP M CHU D  in its efforts to 
ac hiev e sustainable human settlement d ev elopment in the Asia P ac ific  
R eg ion.  Apprec iating  the effort mad e in launc hing  a spec ific  w eb-site for 
the AP M CHU D ,  he ind ic ated  that U N -HABI T AT  w ould  g o throug h the 



same and  offer its c omments and  sug g estions if any , for improv ing  its 
c ontents and  reac h.   I n reg ard  to the immed iate efforts need ed  by  the  
member c ountries, the U N -Habitat representativ e hig hlig hted  the 
sug g estion for setting  up of c oord ination c ommittees in eac h c ountry  for 
the housing  and  urban d ev elopment sec tor to g ain a foc used  impac t.   
R eac ting  to the sug g estion on the establishment of the Coord ination 
Committees in eac h member c ountry ,  the Chairperson ind ic ated  that a 
c ommunic ation has been ad d ressed  to all the M ember c ountries to g iv e 
priority  to setting  up of the Coord ination Committee for the sec tor to 
mainstream issues of housing  and  urban d ev elopment in respec tiv e 
c ountries for g iv ing  a hig h prominenc e to the shelter c halleng es.  
 
T he Bureau apprec iated  the d ec ision of the G ov ernment of I nd ia to 
support the establishment of the P ermanent Sec retariat of the Bureau in 
D elhi.  W ith the abov e, i nc l u di ng th e addi ti ons  p r op os ed to th e 
r es p ons i b i l i ti es  of  th e ex ec u ti v e s ec r etar i at,   th e agenda i tem on 
es tab l i s h ment of  th e S ec r etar i at f or  th e B u r eau  of  AP M C H U D  and 
th e ac ti on p l an f or  th e s ame w as  ap p r ov ed.  
  
Item No.4 :  
Any  oth er  i tems  w i th  th e p er mi s s i on of  th e C h ai r : 
 
T he c hairperson inv ited  the members to sug g est any  items for d isc ussion 
that they  may  d esire.     
 
a)    H ol di ng of  th e 3 r d  M eeti ng of  th e B u r eau :   T he Chairperson 
ind ic ated  that as of now ,  the v enue for the nex t meeting  i. e the 3 r d  
meeting  of the Bureau is being  k ept as D elhi,  unless any  offer is rec eiv ed  
from the member c ountry  to host the same.  T he Chairperson ind ic ated  
that any  M ember c ountry  w illing  to host the 3 r d  meeting  may  inform about 



their offer separately .   T he Chairperson further sug g ested  that the time 
av ailable for the 2 n d  Conferenc e of the AP M CHU D  to be held  in T ehran is 
v ery  short,  and  as suc h, the nex t meeting  (3 r d )   of the Bureau may  foc us 
ex tensiv ely  on the org aniz ation of the Conferenc e.   
 
b)  H ol di ng of  th e 2 n d  C onf er enc e of  th e AP M C H U D  i n T eh r an,   
Ir an :  T he Hon’ ble member from I ran ind ic ated  that, as of now , the 
G ov ernment of I ran has proposed  to hold  the 2 n d  Conferenc e d uring  the 
sec ond  half of M ay  2 0 0 8 ,  and  d esired  to k now  the v iew s/ c omments on 
the suitability  of the same.   After d eliberations, it w as d ec id ed  that the 
tentativ e d ate ind ic ated  w ould  be put in the w eb-site as part of the 
minutes as w ell, so that any  member c ountry  hav ing  any  
sug g estion/ c omment may  offer the same.    
 
T he Hon’ ble M ember from I ran further d esired  that to effec tiv ely  org aniz e 
the 3 r d  Conferenc e of AP M CHU D  at T ehran,  I ran c ooperation from U N -
Habitat as w ell as the E x ec utiv e Sec retariat of AP M CHU D  w ould  be 
req uired , and  ac c ord ing ly ,  a foc al point need s to be id entified  and  
d esig nated  for intense interac tion.   I n this reg ard ,  the Chairperson 
ind ic ated  that U N -HABI T AT  has org aniz ed  sy stems for ex tend ing  suc h 
c ooperation and  g uid anc e for similar ev ents,  and  ex pressed  c onfid enc e 
that U N -HABI T AT  w ould  ex tend  all its help the same w ay  it ex tend ed  
d uring  the org aniz ation of the 1 s t c onferenc e of AP M CHU D  in D elhi in 
D ec ember 2 0 0 6 .   I n reg ard  to the c ooperation from the Bureau’ s 
sec retariat, the Chairperson assured  that the nec essary  av ailable 
information w ould  be prov id ed  to the org aniz ers.      
 
c )  H ol di ng of  a P R E P C O M  b y  AP M C H U D  and U NE S C AP  b ef or e 
th e nex t W or l d U r b an F or u m:   T he Chief Coord inator ind ic ated  that 
U N E SCAP  has d esired  to org aniz e a P repc om in assoc iation w ith 



AP M CHU D , before the W orld  U rban F orum sc hed uled  to be held  in 2 0 0 8 .     
After d eliberations it w as d ec id ed  that this c ould  be org aniz ed  at the 
sid elines of the 3 r d  Conferenc e of the AP M CHU D  in T ehran, and  
ac c ord ing ly  th e B u r eau  au th or i z ed the Chief Coord inator to c oord inate 
w ith U N -E SCAP  and  the G ov ernment of I ran in this reg ard .    
 
d)  H ol di ng of  a s p ec i al  one-day  s es s i on on p u b l i c -p r i v ate-
p ar tner s h i p  j u s t p r i or  to th e 3 r d  C onf er enc e of  AP M C H U D  i n 
T eh r an,  Ir an:  T he representativ e from U N -HABI T AT  hig hlig hted  the 
R esolution N o. 2 1 . 7  of the 2 1 s t U N  G ov erning  Counc il w hic h pertained  to 
` sustainable public -priv ate partnership inc entiv e for attrac ting  larg e sc ale 
priv ate sec tor inv estment in low  inc ome housing ’  and  sug g ested  that an 
ex c lusiv e one-d ay  offic ial lev el meeting  of bureauc rats and  tec hnoc rats 
c ould  be org aniz ed  just on the prior d ay  to the c ommenc ement of the 3 r d  
Conferenc e of the AP M CHU D ,  w hic h c an finalise its rec ommend ations and  
prov id e the same to the Conferenc e for its c onsid eration for ad option.     
T he Chairperson sug g ested  that U N -HABI T AT  may  send  its sug g estion to 
the Bureau w hic h w ould  be c onsid ered  by  the G ov ernment of I ran for 
inc orporation in the finaliz ed  prog ramme.   
 
T he meeting  of the Bureau of AP M CHU D  end ed  w ith a v ote of thank s to 
the Chair.  
 



I t e m  N o .  2 :   A c t i o n  t a k e n  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  A P M C H U D  i n  i t s  
S e c o n d  m e e t i n g   h e l d  a t  A m m a n ,  J o r d a n  o n  2 7 t h  O c t o b e r ,  2 0 0 7 .  

 
T h e d et a i l s  o f  t h e a g en d a  i t em s ,  t h e d ec i s i o n s  t a k en  a n d  t h e a c t i o n  t a k en  s o  f a r  i s  p l a c ed  
b el o w :   
A g e n d a  I t e m   D e c i s i o n ( s )  T a k e n  A c t i o n ( s )  T a k e n  
3. Establishment of 
the S ec r etar iat for  the 
B u r eau  of 
A P M C H U D  and   
A c tion P lan for  the 
same   
 

Th e  B u r e a u  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  ` r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r i a t ’   s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  C o n c e p t  
n o t e  o n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  A P M C H U D ’  b e  
e x p a n d e d  f r o m  i t s  p r e s e n t  1 3  i t e m s  b y  a d d i n g  t w o  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  u n d e r :  

 
“ 1 4 . C o l l a t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  m e t h o d o l o g i e s ,  m e t h o d s  o f  
f i n a n c i n g ,  s o u r c e s  o f  f i n a n c i n g  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c -
p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s i d i e s  
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e x t e n d i n g  a f f o r d a b l e  
h o u s i n g  t o  t h e  l o w  i n c o m e  p o p u l a t i o n . 
1 5 . P r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  t h e  m e m b e r  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  e v e r  t h e  
A P M C H U D  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  h a p p e n .”   

Th i s  h a s  b e e n  e f f e c t e d  a n d  
a  r e v i s e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  f u l l  
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  n o t e  
i s  p l a c e d  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  a s  
A n n e x u r e 1  t o  t h i s  i t e m . 

 Th e  C o n c e p t  n o t e  o n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  
A P M C H U D ’  h a d  o u t l i n e d  a n  a c t i o n  p l a n  w i t h  k e y  
o b j e c t i v e s . I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  f r a m e  f o r  
e a c h  o f  t h e  k e y  o b j e c t i v e  w o u l d  b e  f i n a l i z e d  a f t e r  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n  p l a n  b y  t h e  
B u r e a u . 
 

Th e  p r o c e s s  h a s  b e e n  
i n i t i a t e d ,  a n d  o n  a d o p t i o n  
o f  t h e  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  
S e c o n d  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  m e e t i n g  ( Th i r d  
M e e t i n g )  o f  t h e  B u r e a u ,  
t h e  t i m e  f r a m e  w o u l d  b e  
f i n a l i z e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
B u r e a u .  

 Th e  C o n c e p t  n o t e  o n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  
A P M C H U D ’  h a d  o u t l i n e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  ` s o u r c e s  
o f  f i n a n c e ’  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  
B u r e a u . I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t   t h e  
e m p h a s i s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  i s  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i s e  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  m i n i m a l  
e x p e n d i t u r e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
I n d i a ,  a n d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n t e r -g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n t r i -
b u t i o n  o r  s h a r i n g  f o r m u l a s  c o u l d  b e  d i s c u s s e d  
l a t e r  b a s e d  o n  p r e v a l e n t  m e t h o d s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .         

A  d e t a i l e d  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  
b e  p u t  u p  a f t e r  t h e  d e t a i l s  
a r e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  

 To w a r d s  m a k i n g  t h e  w e b -s i t e  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  m o r e  
e n r i c h e d  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n / d e t a i l s  f r o m  t h e  
m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  
t h a t  e a c h  m e m b e r  c o u n t r y  m a y  p r o v i d e  a  f o c a l  
p o i n t  o f f i c e r  t o  u p d a t e  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t e n t  
o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  s e n d  i t  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
s e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  f i n a l  u p d a t i n g  i n  t h e  w e b -s i t e .    

Th e  a g e n d a  i t e m s  a n d  
m i n u t e s  o f  v a r i o u s  
m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  
h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
w e b -s i t e  o f  t h e  B u r e a u . 
F u r t h e r  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
a s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  



 b y  t h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n a t o r  
o f  t h e  B u r e a u  t o  a l l  
m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  s e e k i n g  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o r  e n r i c h i n g  
t h e  w e b -s i t e . ( C o p y  p l a c e d  
a s  a n n e x u r e  2  t o  t h i s  i t e m . 

 4 . A ny  other  items 
w ith the p er mission 
of the C hair  

      

a)   H old ing  of the 3r d  
M e e t i n g  of the 
B u r eau : 

I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t   t h e  v e n u e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  
i .e  t h e  3 r d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  i s  b e i n g  k e p t  a s  
D e l h i ,   u n l e s s  a n y  o f f e r  i s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
m e m b e r  c o u n t r y  t o  h o s t  t h e  s a m e .  
 
 
 
I t  w a s  f u r t h e r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
t h e  2 n d  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A P M C H U D  t o  b e  h e l d  
i n  Te h r a n b e i n g  v e r y  s h o r t ,  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  ( 3 r d )   
o f  t h e  B u r e a u  m a y  f o c u s  e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .  
 

  Th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a n  
h a s  o f f e r e d  t o  h o s t  t h e  3 rd 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  
A P M C H U D ,  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  i s  
s c h e d u l e d  i n  Te h r a n ,  I r a n . 
 
A  s p e c i a l  f o c u s  i s  b e i n g  
e x t e n d e d  o n  t h i s  a s p e c t . 

b )  H old ing  of 
the 2 nd  C onfer enc e 
of the A P M C H U D  in 
T ehr an,   I r an:  

I t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a n  t o  h o l d  t h e  2 n d  C o n f e r e n c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  M a y  2 0 0 8 ,    i t  w a s  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  d a t e  i n d i c a t e d  w o u l d  b e  
p u t  i n  t h e  w e b -s i t e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s  a s  w e l l ,  
s o  t h a t  a n y  m e m b e r  c o u n t r y  h a v i n g  a n y  
s u g g e s t i o n / c o m m e n t  m a y  o f f e r  t h e  s a m e .   
 
To w a r d s  e f f e c t i v e l y  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  3 r d  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  A P M C H U D  a t  Te h r a n ,    t h e  
B u r e a u ’ s  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s .     

 

Th e  m i n u t e s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
w e b -s i t e . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Th e  n e c e s s a r y  a v a i l a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  
p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  
b y  t h e  B u r e a u ’ s  
S e c r e t a r i a t . 
 

c )  H old ing  of a 
P R EP C O M  by  
A P M C H U D  and  
U N ES C A P  befor e 
the nex t W or ld  U r ban 
F or u m:  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e   U N E S C A P  t o  
o r g a n i z e  a  P r e p c o m  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
A P M C H U D ,  b e f o r e  t h e  W o r l d  U r b a n  F o r u m  
s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
t h i s  c o u l d  b e  o r g a n i z e d  a t  t h e  s i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  3 r d  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A P M C H U D  i n  Te h r a n ,  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  B u r e a u  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  C h i e f  
C o o r d i n a t o r  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  U N -E S C A P  a n d  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I r a n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .   

 

I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  a  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  C h i e f  
C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  
t o  U N E S C A P .   

 
T h e B u r ea u  m a y  l i k e t o  n o t e t h e a c t i o n s  t a k en  a n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e s u g g es t i o n s / c o m m en t s ,  i f  
a n y .   



A n n e x u r e  I  
CONCEPT NOTE ON 

Es t a b l i s h m e n t  o f   t h e  Pe r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e   
B u r e a u  o f  A PM CH U D  

 
1 .  The M a n d a t o r y  F r a m e w o r k  o f  A P M C H U D : 

 
a .  E n c o u r a g e a n d  p r o m o t e t h e s t r en g t h en i n g  o f  g o o d  u r b a n  g o v er n a n c e i n  A s i a  P a c i f i c  

a n d   s er v e a s  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  a d v o c a c y  o f  i n c l u s i v e u r b a n  g o v er n a n c e;  
 
b .  E n h a n c e r o l e o f  g en d er  i n  l o c a l  g o v er n m en t  m a n a g em en t  f o r  t h e d ev el o p m en t  

p r o c es s ,  t o  b e a c h i ev ed  b y  p r o v i d i n g  b i g g er  r o l e f o r  w o m en  i n  l o c a l  g o v er n a n c e,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a r ea s  r el a t ed  t o  s l u m  er a d i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m es ;  

 
c .  C h a m p i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  i n n o v a t i v e h o u s i n g ,  u r b a n  d ev el o p m en t  a n d  l a n d  

m a n a g em en t  p r a c t i c es  i n  A s i a -P a c i f i c ;  
 
d .  P r o m o t e d ev el o p m en t  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e h o u s i n g  a n d  l o w -c o s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t ec h n o l o g y  

f o r  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  h o u s i n g ;  
 
e.  F a c i l i t a t e S o u t h -S o u t h  a n d  i n t er n a t i o n a l  ex c h a n g es  o f  ex p er t i s e,  r es ea r c h ,  

ex p er i en c e a n d  b es t  p r a c t i c es  i n  h u m a n  s et t l em en t s   a m o n g  p r i v a t e s ec t o r ,  c i v i l  
s o c i et y  a n d  o t h er  s t a k eh o l d er s  i n  t h e r eg i o n ;  

 
f .  D ev el o p  a  b et t er  u n d er s t a n d i n g  o f  u r b a n  l a n d  d y n a m i c s  t h a t  c a n  l ea d  t o  i m p r o v ed  

l a n d  t en u r e a n d  t o  t h e g r o w t h  o f  u r b a n  l a n d  m a r k et s  i n  A s i a -P a c i f i c ;  
  
g .  P r o v i d e a n d  p r o m o t e a  s u p p o r t i v e en v i r o n m en t  f o r  i n f o r m a l  s ec t o r  a c t i v i t i es ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s t r eet  v en d i n g ,  w i t h i n  n a t i o n a l  r eg u l a t o r y  f r a m ew o r k ;  
 
h .  S u p p o r t  r el i ef  a n d  r eh a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  s h el t er  a n d  h u m a n  s et t l em en t s  d ev el o p m en t  i n  

p o s t -c o n f l i c t  a n d  p o s t -d i s a s t er  s i t u a t i o n s ;  
 
i .  U r g e d ev el o p m en t  p a r t n er s  a n d  m u l t i -l a t er a l  a g en c i es  t o  a s s i s t  A s i a  P a c i f i c  

c o u n t r i es  o n  f i n a n c i n g  h o u s i n g  a n d  u r b a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e d ev el o p m en t ;  
 
j .  P r o m o t e c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  ef f o r t s  a n d  en c o u r a g e s t r o n g  t i es  b et w een  r es ea r c h  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  u n d er s t a n d  b et t er  t h e ec o n o m i c ,  l eg a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e o f  
h o u s i n g  u r b a n  d ev el o p m en t  a n d  u r b a n  l a n d  i n  A s i a -P a c i f i c ;  

 
k .  E n c o u r a g e t h e c o l l ec t i o n  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  i m p r o v e t h e 

p l a n n i n g  a n d  m a n a g em en t  o f  u r b a n  d ev el o p m en t ;   
 
l .  P r o m o t e t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  c u l t u r e f o r  u r b a n  p l a n n i n g  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

p r ep a r a t i o n  o f  u r b a n  s t r a t eg i c  p l a n s  a t  b o t h  n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  l ev el ;   



 
m .  E n c o u r a g e t h e m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  d o m es t i c  f i n a n c i a l  r es o u r c es  f o r  h o u s i n g  a n d  u r b a n  

d ev el o p m en t  a n d  p r o m o t e t h e n ec es s a r y  p a r t n er s h i p s  f o r  a t t a i n m en t  o f  t h i s  
o b j ec t i v e;   

 
n .  M a i n s t r ea m  u r b a n  a n d  o t h er  i s s u es  d ea l i n g  w i t h  h u m a n  s et t l em en t s  i n  t h e m a c r o -

ec o n o m i c  f r a m ew o r k s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  b u d g et s  o f  A s i a -P a c i f i c  g o v er n m en t s ;  
 
o .  P r o v i d e a  f o c a l  p o i n t  t o  l i n k  r el ev a n t  a s p ec t s  o f  r eg i o n a l  s t r a t eg i c  i n i t i a t i v es  a s  w el l  

a s  i n t er n a t i o n a l  p r o c es s es  a n d  u n d er t a k i n g s  c o n s i s t en t  w i t h  t h e a g en d a  f o r  
s u s t a i n a b l e u r b a n i z a t i o n ;  

 
p .  E n c o u r a g e p a r t n er s h i p s  w i t h  p r i v a t e s ec t o r  f o r  s h el t er  ,  u r b a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d  

s er v i c es  ;  
 
q .  U n d er t a k e a l l  o t h er  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  l ea d  t o  t h e r ea l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e g o a l s  o f  t h e 

E n h a n c ed  F r a m ew o r k  o f  I m p l em en t a t i o n  f o r  H o u s i n g  a n d  H u m a n  S et t l em en t s  i n  
A s i a -P a c i f i c  a d o p t ed  b y  t h i s  C o n f er en c e;  

 
r .  E x p l o r e p o s s i b i l i t i es  o f  es t a b l i s h i n g  a  r eg i o n a l  f u n d  f o r  h o u s i n g  f i n a n c e f o r  t h e 

p o o r ;  
 
s .  E n c o u r a g e f a s t -t r a c k  i m p l em en t a t i o n  o f  w a t er  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n  p r o g r a m m es  t o  

a c h i ev e t h e M D G  t a r g et s ;  
 
t .  P r o m o t e b r o a d -b a s ed  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e i s s u es  r el a t ed  t o  y o u t h ,  

w o m en ,  d i s a b l ed ,  a n d  v u l n er a b l e g r o u p s ;  
 

u .   P r o m o t e a n d  en c o u r a g e p o l i c i es  a n d  p r o g r a m m es  t h a t  a r e p eo p l e c en t r i c  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  b a s ed ;  

 
v .  P r o m o t e a  s en s e o f  u r b a n  c i t i z en s h i p  t h r o u g h  f o s t er i n g  c i v i c  r es p o n s i b i l i t i es .  
 
w .   A d d r es s  t h e n eg a t i v e i m p a c t  o f  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t er s  a n d  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f  

s o c i a l  p ea c e a n d  h a r m o n y   o n  t h e l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i es ;  a n d  
 
x .   P r o m o t e i n t eg r a t ed  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  d ev el o p m en t  t o  a d d r es s  t h e 

p r o b l em s  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 .  V i s i o n  a n d  M i s s i o n   
 

In order to make these Mandatory Framework operational, the Vision and Mission may be as 
f ollows:  
1) V I S I O N :  

P romoting  S u stainable D ev elopment of  H u man S ettlements in A sia P ac if ic  R eg ion.  

2 ) M I S S I O N :  

G lobal K nowledg e hu b and f ac ilitator of  hu man settlement dev elopment.  

3.  E x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r i a t  
 

T o implement the Vision, Mission and the mandate ou tlined in the E nhanc ed Framework and 
D elhi D ec laration,  an E x ec u tiv e S ec retariat needs to be set-u p.  
 

T he E x ec u tiv e S ec retariat shall be responsible f or:  
1 .  P rov iding  tec hnic al adv ic e to the C onf erenc e, B u reau  and member c ou ntries 
2 .  K nowledg e and doc u mentation c entre of  A P MC H U D  
3 .  C arrying  ou t tec hnic al  administrativ e f u nc tions of  A P MC H U D  &  B u reau  
4 .  D ev eloping  systems and proc esses f or ef f ic ient working  of  A P MC H U D  
5 .  R epresenting , &  sig ning  of f ic ial doc u mentation as  mandated  
6 .  D ev eloping  a prog ramme and c ampaig ns f or A P MC H U D  
7 .  D ev eloping  and B u ilding  C apac ity f or A P MC H U D  
8 .  P reparing  bac kg rou nd doc u ments f or members of  B u reau  
9 .  Maintaining  a relationships with G ov ernments, mu ltilateral institu tions, other su pport 

stru c tu re  
1 0 .  Maintaining  database on the areas of  work of  A P MC H U D  
1 1 .  Fac ilitating  T ec hnic al assistanc e to member c ou ntries 
1 2 .  P lanning  and arrang ing  c ou ntry or reg ional v isits 
1 3 .  R ec ru iting  and sou rc ing  ex pert serv ic es on u rban dev elopment.  
1 4 .  C ollation and dissemination of  innov ativ e c onstru c tion methodolog ies, methods of  

f inanc ing , sou rc es of  f inanc ing  inc lu ding  pu blic -priv ate partnerships and g ov ernment 
su bsidies with partic u lar ref erenc e to ex tending  af f ordable hou sing  to the low inc ome 
popu lation.  

1 5 .  P rov ide nec essary av ailable inf ormation to the member c ou ntry, where ev er the 
A P MC H U D  c onf erenc e is sc hedu led to happen.   



 

 

T o ac hiev e this, f ollowing  need to be set u p and the stru c tu re of  the S ec retariat will be as 
f ollows:  

I)  S T R U C T U R E  O F  S E C R E T A R IA T  
a ) H e a d  o f  S e c r e t a r i a t  
H ead of  the sec retariat  will be req u ired to:  

1 .  S u perv ise personnel, strateg ic  and operational planning , the c oordination 
of  ac tiv ities and the implementation of  the operational plans of  
A P MC H U D .  

2 .  L iaise with G ov ernments and mu ltilateral org aniz ations, the priv ate 
sec tor and none-g ov ernmental org aniz ational.  

3 .  D ev elop &  f ac ilitate implementation of  the A P MC H U D  prog ramme of  
ac tion.  

4 .  O v ersee and c ontrol bu dg et ex penditu res and ou tpu ts 
5 .  Fac ilitate, arrang e and c oordinate meeting s of  the A P MC H U D / B u reau  

and keep rec ords of  all the meeting s 
6 .  P rov ide administrativ e su pport f or meeting s in respec t of  

doc u mentation, taking  minu tes and the distribu tion of  the ag enda 
7 .  P lan and f ac ilitate c ou ntry and reg ional prog rammes of  A P MC H U D  
8 .  D ev elop a reporting  f ramework f or A P MC H U D  and f or the ac tiv ities of  

the B u reau ;  
9 .  D ev elop and promote systems to ef f ec t c ooperation and c oordination 

between G ov ernments, mu ltilateral institu tions and priv ate sec tor.  
 

b ) T e c h n i c a l  E x p e r t s  
 

T he inc u mbents will be response f or the f ollowing :   
1 .  P rov iding   tec hnic al leadership to the sec retariat 
2 .  D ev eloping  and monitoring  norms and standards to ac hiev e best prac tic es in u rban 

dev elopment and the implementation of  hu man settlements.  
3 .  R endering , dev eloping  and prov iding  a f ramework f or assessing  the prog ress being  made 

in the ac hiev ement obj ec tiv es of  A P MC H U D  
4 .   S u pporting  the dev elopment and implementation of  the v ision and obj ec tiv es of  

A P MC H U D  by rendering  researc h su pport.  
 

c ) O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
                                                           



T he day-to-day manag ement of  the of f ic e of  the E x ec u tiv e S ec retariat, inc orporating  the 
f ollowing :  

 

( i)  T he manag ement of  the f inanc ial and ac c ou nting  systems in ac c ordanc e with 
the applic able ru les and reg u lations g ov erning  pu blic  serv ic e;  
( ii)  Financ ial planning  and the preparation of  f u ndraising  proposal;  
( iii)  P rov iding  basic  administrativ e systems and su pport.  

 

d ) S u p p o r t  s t a f f  
 

( i)  T o prov ide sec retarial assistanc e to the H ead of  sec retariat 
( ii)  Making  of  trav el, ac c ommodation and other log ic al arrang ements.  
( iii)  H andling  and proc essing  of  su bsistenc e and trav el adv anc es and c laims;  
( iv )  S c reening  of  c alls and arrang ing  meeting s and keeping  a diary f or the H ead of  
S ec retariat;  
( v )   T he typing  of  c orrespondenc e and the maintenanc e of  a f illing  system and 
reg istry of  all c orrespondenc e and doc u mentation being  handled by the H ead of  
S ec retariat.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II.  A c t i o n  p l a n     
K e y  
O b j e c t i v e  

O u t p u t  A c t i v i t i e s / P r o j e c t s  T i m e -
F r a m e  

I n d i c a t o r s  
Establishment 
&  M anning  of  
S ec r etar iat 

Establishment 
of  of f ic e 
R ec r u itment of  
manp ow er  

O f f i c e id entif ic ation 
 
S eed  c ap ital 
 
N or ms f or  selec tion 
of  staf f  

  

D ev elop  
f inanc ing  
mec hanism f or  
the ac tiv ities of  
sec r etar iat 

A  C or p u s may  
be c r eated  

L iaise w ith U N -
H abitat and  other  
p ar tner s 
 
O p ening  a B ank  
ac c ou nt 
 
L iaising  w ith d onor s 
and  other  p otential 
sou r c es of  f u nd ing  

 A n op er ativ e  
bank  ac c ou nt 
 
 
liq u id ity  or   
self -su f f ic ienc y  
 
 

D ev elop  a 
str ateg y  to 
p r omote 
A P M C H U D  
M and ate &  
r oles of  the 
sec r etar iat 

O p er ationalisat
ion of   the 
F r amew or k  of  
I mp lementation 
and  the D elhi 
D ec lar ation  
 
A p p r ov al of  an 
ef f ec tiv e 
c ommu nic ation 
str ateg y .  
 
R atif ic ation of  
r oles by  
A P M C H U D  

V isits to the su b-
r eg ions and  c ou ntr ies 
 
P r od u c e C D R O M  &  
P r inted  liter atu r e  
 
P r od u c e and  
d isseminate 
M emor and a 
 
A r r ang e meeting  w ith 
Embassies and  U N -
H abitat 
 
S et U p  and  maintain 
a w ebsite inc lu d ing  a 
j ou r nal 

  
 
R ec og nition at  
inter national  
f or u m and   
su p p or t by   
inter national  
or g aniz ations  
and   institu tions 
 
M ainstr eaming   
of  the f r amew or k   
of  D elhi  
D ec lar ation by  
member  c ou ntr ies  

B u ild  and  
enhanc e the 
c ap ac ity  of  
A P M C H U D  to 
af f ec t g lobal 
and  c ontinental 
g ov er nment 
p olic ies 

A n 
A P M C H U D  
str ateg y  
p er sp ec tiv e on 
issu e 
su stainable 
d ev elop ment 

D ev elop  a d atabase 
of  r esear c h institu tion 
and  their  c ap ac ities.  
 
D ev elop  p er sp ec tiv e 
on issu e of  r elev anc e 
and  p r ior ity .  
 
S tr eng then S ou th-
S ou th c oop er ation f or  
ex c hang es in 
k now led g e,  ex p er tise 
and  id eas.  

  
 
C lose 
c oop er ation  
w ith 
G ov er nments  

 



III.  S o u r c e s  o f  F i n a n c e  
 
1 .  S eed c apital f rom U N -H A B IT A T  &  member c ou ntries.  T he proc edu re and amou nt of  

c ontribu tion f rom the member c ou ntries shall be dec ided in the nex t bu reau  meeting  
based on the prev alent sharing  princ iples and the approv ed estimates.  

 
2 .  Fu nds f rom c o-operating  partners, inc lu ding  A S E A N , S A A R C , other relev ant U N  

ag enc ies, the A sian D ev elopment B ank, and donors, to su pport A P MC H U D  ef f orts in the 
implementation of  the measu res ou tlined in this D ec laration 



S U N I L  K U M A R  S I N G H  
J o i n               D . O .  N o.  A P M C H U D / B u r eau / 2 / 2 0 0 7  
F ax :  2 3 0 6 1 4 9 7                       D ec ember  1 0 ,  2 0 0 7  

       
Ex c ellenc y ,  
 
A s y ou  ar e k ind ly  aw ar e,  the A sia-P ac if ic  M inister s C onf er enc e on H ou sing  and  U r ban 
D ev elop ment ( A P M C H U D )  had  p r onou nc ed  the D elhi D ec lar ation,  in p u r su anc e of  
w hic h,  the B u r eau  of  A P M C H U D  had  established  an I nter im S ec r etar iat initially  at 
D elhi.  I n its S ec ond  M eeting  held  at A mman,  J or d an d u r ing  2 7 -2 8 th O c tober ,  2 0 0 7 ,  the 
B u r eau  has f ir med  u p  the establishment of  the Ex ec u tiv e S ec r etar iat in D elhi,  w hic h 
initially  w ou ld  be based  on the su p p or t of  the G ov er nment of  I nd ia.  A  nu mber  of  
initiativ es ar e also u nd er w ay  to seek  the su p p or t of  the mu lti-later al I nstitu tions in 
enabling  the Ex ec u tiv e sec r etar iat to p er f or m its r ole ef f ec tiv ely .  T he c ontac t d etails of  
the Ex ec u tiv e S ec r etar iat ar e as u nd er :   
 
Ex ec u tiv e S ec r etar iat 
B u r eau  of  A P M C H U D  
H U D C O  B haw an,  5 th F loor  
H ou sing  and  U r ban D ev elop ment C or p or ation L td  ( H U D C O )  
I nd ia H abitat C entr e,  L od hi R oad  
N ew  D elhi 1 1 0  0 0 3 ,  I nd ia 
e-mail:  ap mc hu d . bu r eau @ g mail. c om 
W e ar e also hap p y  to inf or m that d u r ing  the S ec ond  M eeting  of  the B u r eau  at A mman,  
the C hair p er son of  the B u r eau  had  lau nc hed  the w eb-site of  the A P M C H U D  d ev elop ed  
by  the S ec r etar iat ( w w w . ap mc hu d . c om) .  T he w eb site p r ov id es d etails on the 
establishment of  A P M C H U D  and  the v ar iou s ac tiv ities being  tak en u p .  T he ag end a and  
minu tes of  the v ar iou s meeting s hav e also been p lac ed  on the w eb-site.   
 
T he B u r eau  in its sec ond  meeting  at A mman had  sp ec if ic ally  d ec id ed  to r eq u est all the 
M ember  C ou ntr ies of  A P M C H U D  to c ontr ibu te to the w eb-site inf or mation and  d etails 
thr ou g h the Ex ec u tiv e S ec r etar iat f or  the mu tu al benef it of  all member s.   W e look  
f or w ar d  to y ou r  ac tiv e su p p or t and  c ontr ibu tion in this r eg ar d .  
 
W ith k ind  r eg ar d s,  
 
 

( S U N I L  K U M A R  S I N G H )  

A nnex u re - 2  



 
Item No.3: Status on seeking support from the multi-lateral Institutions for the 

A P M C H U D  Initiativ e – a report    
 

T o w a r d s  s e e k i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  A P M C H U D ,  a  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  
A P M C H U D .  I n  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e ,  a  m e e t i n g  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  a t  D e l h i  
b y  t h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f   s u c h  I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  D e l h i ,  c o v e r i n g   D F I D ,   K f W ,  U N D P / U N E P ,  W o r l d  
B a n k ,  E S C A P ,  A D B  a n d  S A A R C  w e r e  i n v i t e d .   T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  b y  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  U N D P / U N E P  a n d  A D B .   D u r i n g  t h e  
m e e t i n g ,  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m u l t i -l a t e r a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w a s  s o u g h t  f o r  t h e  
s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  
 
A  c o p y  o f  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  i s  p l a c e d  a s  a n n e x u r e .   T h i s  a c t i v i t y  
w o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  B u r e a u  i n  i t s  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g s .  
 
T h e  B u r e a u  m a y  l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h e  a b o v e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  s u g g e s t i o n s / c o m m e n t s  
i f  a n y .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Annexure 1 

 
M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  M u l t i l a t e r a l  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  b a s e d  a t  D e l h i  i n  r e g a r d  t o  m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  h o u s i n g  
a n d  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s s u e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  A P M C H U D   
 

V e n u e            :  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  J o i n t  S e c r e t ar y  (H o u s i n g )  &  C h i e f  
C o o r d i n at o r ,  B u r e au  o f  t h e  A PM C H U D  

 
D at e  &  T i m e  :  D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 7  at  1 1 . 0 0  A M  

 
Pr e s e n t  :   
 

 
• M r .  S . K .  S i n g h ,  J o i n t  S e c r e t ar y  (H o u s i n g ) ,  G o v t .  o f  I n d i a &  C h i e f  

C o o r d i n at o r ,  B u r e au  o f  t h e  A PM C H U D   
 
• M r  M i c h ae l  G r e e n ,  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  S p e c i al i s t ,  I n d i a R e s i d e n t  M i s s i o n ,  

A s i an  D e v e l o p m e n t  B an k  (A D B ) ,  N e w  D e l h i  
 
• M r .  A s h o k  M al h o t r a,  Pr o g r am m e  A s s o c i at e ,  U N D P,  N e w  D e l h i  

 
• D r .  P.  J ay ap al ,  E D ,  H U D C O  
 
• M r .  R aj e s h  G o e l ,  D C ,  H U D C O  

 
 

 A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n at o r  an d  J o i n t  S e c r e t ar y  (H o u s i n g )  
b r i e f e d  t h e  b ac k g r o u n d  o n  t h e  e s t ab l i s h m e n t  o f  A PM C H U D  an d  al s o  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  B u r e au  o f  A PM C H U D .  H e  al s o  i n f o r m e d  o n  t h e  1 s t  an d  2 n d  
m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  B u r e au  h e l d  at  N ai r o b i  i n  A p r i l  2 0 0 7  an d  at  A m m an ,  J o r d an  
d u r i n g  O c t o b e r ,  2 0 0 7 .  H e  al s o  e x p l ai n e d  f u r t h e r  ab o u t  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t ar i at  as  e n v i s ag e d  i n  t h e  D e l h i  D e c l ar at i o n ,  p r o n o u n c e d  
s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  1 s t  A s i a Pac i f i c  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M i n i s t e r s ’  o f  H o u s i n g  an d  
U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  A s i a Pac i f i c  R e g i o n  h e l d  at  N e w  D e l h i  d u r i n g  
D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6 .  H e  i n d i c at e d  t h at  t h e  B u r e au  o f  A PM C H U D  h as  f u r t h e r  
d e c i d e d  t h at  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t ar i at ,  t o  u n d e r t ak e  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  f u n c t i o n s ,   
w o u l d  b e  i n i t i al l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a,   M i n i s t r y  o f  H o u s i n g  
an d  U r b an  Po v e r t y  A l l e v i at i o n  an d  t h e  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  



C o r p o r at i o n  L t d  (H U D C O )  w i t h  s k e l e t al  s t af f  an d  l o g i s t i c  ar r an g e m e n t s .   T h e  
B u r e au  h ad  r e c o g n i z e d  t h at  s u c h  a m aj o r  i n i t i at i v e ,  t o  p r o g r e s s  w e l l ,   w o u l d  
n e e d ,  i n  ad d i t i o n  t o  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s ,  a s i g n i f i c an t  c o o p e r at i o n  f r o m  t h e  
I n t e r n at i o n al  /  R e g i o n al   I n s t i t u t i o n s / Pr o g r am m e s ,  an d  ac c o r d i n g l y   d e c i d e d  t o  
s e e k  c o o p e r at i o n ,  g u i d an c e  an d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t ar i at .  H e  i n d i c at e d  t h at ,  i n  ac c o r d an c e  w i t h  t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  
C h ai r p e r s o n  h ad  ad d r e s s e d  a c o m m u n i c at i o n  t o  v ar i o u s  m u l t i l at e r al  
I n s t i t u t i o n s .  W i t h  t h i s  b ac k g r o u n d ,  t h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n at o r  s o u g h t  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n s  an d  v i e w s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  e x t e n d i n g  p e r s o n n e l  s u p p o r t  i n  
t h e  f o r m  o f  C o n s u l t an t s  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t ar i at  o r  an y  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  
s u p p o r t  w h i c h  t h e s e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  ab l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w ar d s  m ak i n g  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t ar i at  o f  t h e  A PM C H U D  t o  p e r f o r m  i t s  r o l e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  
t h e  R e g i o n .   T h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n at o r  f u r t h e r  i n d i c at e d  t h at  e l ab o r at e  d e t ai l s  o n  
t h e  A PM C H U D  i n i t i at i v e  an d  i t s  ac t i v i t i e s  ar e  av ai l ab l e  o n  i t s  w e b -s i t e  
(w w w . ap m c h u d . c o m ) .    
 
 A p p r e c i at i n g  t h e  i n i t i at i v e  o f  A PM C H U D  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  ad d r e s s  t h e  
c h al l e n g e s  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e c t o r ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t at i v e  
f r o m  U N D P i n d i c at e d  t h at  U N D P h as  b e e n  ac t i v e l y  e n g ag e d  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  
m aj o r  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  I n d i an  
c o n t e x t  l i k e  t h e  J N N U R M  p r o g r am m e ,  e t c .  H e  i n d i c at e d  t h at  t h e  c u r r e n t  w o r k  
p r o g r am m e  o f  U N D P i s  t i l l  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 7  an d  t h e  n e w  p r o g r am m e  w o u l d  b e  
l au n c h e d  f r o m  J an u ar y  1 ,  2 0 0 8  o n w ar d s .  H e  f u r t h e r  i n d i c at e d  t h at  an y  
as s i s t an c e ,  as s o c i at i o n  an d  c o o p e r at i o n  at  t h e  R e g i o n al  l e v e l  i s  g e n e r al l y  
d e al t  b y  t h e  U N D P h e ad q u ar t e r s  an d   ac c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  e x t e n d i n g  
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t ar i at  w o u l d  b e  t ak e n  u p  
w i t h  i t s  H e ad  Q u ar t e r s .  T h e  C h i e f  C o o r d i n at o r  al s o  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  U N D P 
r e p r e s e n t at i v e  f o r  f ac i l i t at i n g  s u p p o r t  f r o m  o t h e r  I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  U N  S y s t e m  as  
w e l l .   
 



 T h e  R e p r e s e n t at i v e  f r o m  A D B ,  I n d i a R e s i d e n t  M i s s i o n  w e l c o m e d  
t h e  i n i t i at i v e  as  a m aj o r  s t e p  t o w ar d s  ad d r e s s i n g  t h e  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c h al l e n g e s  i n  t h e  A s i a Pac i f i c  r e g i o n .  H e  i n d i c at e d  t h at  h e  w o u l d  
ap p r o p r i at e l y  t ak e  u p  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
S e c r e t ar i at  w i t h  t h e  A D B  H e ad  Q u ar t e r s .   
  
 T h an k i n g  t h e  r e p r e s e n t at i v e s  o f  U N D P an d  A D B ,  t h e  C h i e f  
C o o r d i n at o r  i n d i c at e d  t h at  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  o n c e  r e c e i v e d  af t e r  c o n s i d e r at i o n  
b y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  H e ad  Q u ar t e r s ’  w o u l d  b e  p l ac e d  b e f o r e  t h e  B u r e au  o f  
A PM C H U D  i n  i t s  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g .  

 



 
Item No. 4 :  Status of preparations for the 2 nd C onferenc e of A P M C H U D  at 

T ehran  
 

T h e  S e c o n d  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A P M C H U D  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  h e l d  d u r i n g  
t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  M a y  2 0 0 8  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  
s a m e ,  d u r i n g  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B u r e a u ,  i t  w a s  
d e c i d e d  t o  g i v e  a  s p e c i a l  f o c u s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  i n  
i t s  T h i r d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B u r e a u .   

 
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I s l a m i c  r e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  w o u l d  p r e s e n t  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  c o m m e n t s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  g u i d a n c e  f r o m  t h e  
B u r e a u .    

 



 
Item No.5 : A ny  other items w ith the permission of the C hair. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background Papers 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

T h e  D e l h i  D e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
A s i a -P a c i f i c  M i n i s t e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n  

D e v e l o p m e n t  ( A P M C H U D )    
 
W e ,  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
m e e t i n g  i n  N e w  D e l h i ,  I n d i a,  o n  1 5 th –1 6 th D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6 ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
c h al l e n g e  o f  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an i z at i o n  i n  A s i a an d  t h e  Pac i f i c ;  
 
R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  g l o b al  s h e l t e r  c h al l e n g e  as  e m p h as i z e d  i n  
p ar ag r ap h  5 6 (m )  o f  t h e  W o r l d  S u m m i t  2 0 0 5  o u t c o m e  d o c u m e n t ,  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n c r e as e d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  af f o r d ab l e  h o u s i n g  an d  h o u s i n g -r e l at e d  
i n f r as t r u c t u r e ,  p r i o r i t i z i n g  s l u m  p r e v e n t i o n  an d  s l u m  u p g r ad i n g ,  an d  t o  e n c o u r ag e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  H ab i t at  an d  H u m an  S e t t l e m e n t s  F o u n d at i o n  an d  
i t s  S l u m  U p g r ad i n g  F ac i l i t y ;  
 
W e l c o m i n g  w i t h  s at i s f ac t i o n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s h e l t e r  c h al l e n g e  at  t h e  s am e  
l e v e l  as  w at e r ,  e n e r g y ,  h e al t h  an d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  W o r l d  S u m m i t  o n  
S u s t ai n ab l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  (W S S D )  d e c l ar at i o n  an d  s u b s e q u e n t  t h e  f o c u s  b y  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  S u s t ai n ab l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  (C S D )  o n  w at e r ,  s an i t at i o n  an d  h u m an  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  as  t h e  f i r s t  e n t r y  p o i n t  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  J o h an n e s b u r g  Pl an  o f  
I m p l e m e n t at i o n  (J PO I )  an d  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o al s  
(M D G s ) ;  
 
R e c al l i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H u m an  S e t t l e m e n t s  h e l d  i n  
I s t an b u l  i n  1 9 9 6  an d  t h e  H ab i t at  A g e n d a w h i c h  ad d r e s s e d  t h e  t w o  t h e m e s  o f  
e q u al  g l o b al  i m p o r t an c e :  “ A d e q u at e  s h e l t e r  f o r  al l ”  an d  “ S u s t ai n ab l e  h u m an  
s e t t l e m e n t s  d e v e l o p m e n t ” ;  
 
R e c al l i n g  f u r t h e r  t h e  1 9 9 4  C ai r o  I n t e r n at i o n al  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Po p u l at i o n  an d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  (I C PD )  w h i c h  r e c o g n i z e d  t h at  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  u r b an i z at i o n  i s  
i n t r i n s i c  t o  e c o n o m i c  an d  s o c i al  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
 



E n c o u r ag e d  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  as  w e l l  as  t h e  c at al y t i c  r o l e s  o t h e r  M i n i s t e r i al  
b o d i e s  h av e  p l ay e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e g i o n s ;     
 
N o t i n g  t h at  t h e  A s i an -Pac i f i c  R e g i o n  i s  e m e r g i n g  as  a m aj o r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  
g l o b al  u r b an  t r an s i t i o n ,  h o l d i n g  6 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  g l o b al  p o p u l at i o n  an d  4 3 %  o f  
t h e  w o r l d  u r b an  p o p u l at i o n ;  
 
N o t i n g  al s o  t h at  t h i s  r ap i d  u r b an i z at i o n  i s  an  i r r e v e r s i b l e  p r o c e s s  t h at   p o s e s  
c h al l e n g e s  f ar  b e y o n d  t h e  m an ag e m e n t  c ap ac i t y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  l o c al  
au t h o r i t i e s  an d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t  al s o  o f f e r s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h at  n e e d  t o  b e  
h ar n e s s e d ;  
 
A w ar e  t h at  t h e  r e g i o n  i s  g r ad u al l y  g r o w i n g  i n t o  a p o w e r -h o u s e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
e c o n o m y  ac c o u n t i n g  f o r  o v e r  h al f  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  g r o w t h  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 ,  m u c h  o f  
w h i c h  b e i n g  d o m e s t i c al l y  d r i v e n ;  
 
C o g n i z an t  o f  t h e  f ac t  t h at  p o v e r t y  i n  t e r m s  l o w  i n c o m e ;  p o o r  h e al t h  an d  
e d u c at i o n ,  l o w  ac c e s s  t o  b as i c  s e r v i c e s ,  d e p r i v at i o n  i n  k n o w l e d g e  an d  
c o m m u n i c at i o n s ,  i s  w i d e s p r e ad  i n  t h e  R e g i o n ;  
 
C o g n i z an t  al s o  t h at  a s i z e ab l e  s e g m e n t  o f  u r b an  p o p u l at i o n  i n  t h e  R e g i o n  i s  
l i v i n g  i n  s l u m s ;  
 
C o g n i z an t  f u r t h e r  t h at  t h e  r e g i o n  h as  o n e  o f  t h e  p o o r e s t  c o v e r ag e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
s an i t at i o n  am o n g  al l  r e g i o n s ;  
 
C o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  l i n k ag e s  an d  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s  b e t w e e n  r u r al  an d  u r b an  
ar e as  an d  t h e  i m p o r t an c e  o f  b al an c e d  t e r r i t o r i al  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r at e g i e s  t o  
p r o m o t e  s y n e r g i e s  b e t w e e n  t o w n s ,  c i t i e s  an d  t h e i r  r u r al  h i n t e r l an d s ;  
 
R e al i z i n g  t h at  s u s t ai n ab l e  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  h as  a c r u c i al  b e ar i n g  
o n  t h e  q u al i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  al l  p e o p l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i al ,  e n v i r o n m e n t al  
an d  c u l t u r al  w e l l -b e i n g ;  
 



A w ar e  o f  t h e  f ac t  t h at  t h e  g r o w i n g  u r b an  p o v e r t y  an d  i t s  i n c r e as i n g  i n c i d e n c e  
am o n g  w o m e n  r e q u i r e  g e n d e r  s e n s i t i v e  ap p r o ac h e s  t o  s u s t ai n ab l e  u r b an  
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
 
R e c o g n i z i n g  t h at  t h e  r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  i n  c u l t u r e ,  t r ad i t i o n ,  l an g u ag e ,  r e l i g i o n  an d  
c i v i l i z at i o n  i n  o u r  r e g i o n  i s  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h  w h i c h  c an  b e  u s e d  f o r  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  p ar t n e r s h i p  f o r  e x c h an g e  an d  f o r  t h e  ac h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  
g o al  o f  s u s t ai n ab l e  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
 
R e c o g n i s i n g  f u r t h e r  o u r  c o m m o n  p u r s u i t  o f  s o c i al  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h  ai m s  at  
s o c i al  j u s t i c e ,  s o l i d ar i t y ,  h ar m o n y  an d  e q u al i t y  w i t h i n  an d  am o n g  c o u n t r i e s  an d  
t h e i r  i m p l i c at i o n s  f o r  h u m an  s e t t l e m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
 
N o t i n g  t h at  p o l i t i c al  w i l l ,  d e c e n t r al i z at i o n ,  g o o d  g o v e r n an c e  an d  t h e  
e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  n at i o n al  an d  l o c al  au t h o r i t i e s  as  w e l l  as  t h e  ad o p t i o n  o f  
i n c l u s i v e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  d e c i s i o n  m ak i n g  ar e  f u n d am e n t al  t o  ad d r e s s i n g  t h e  
h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an i z at i o n  c h al l e n g e s  i n  t h e  A s i a an d  Pac i f i c  R e g i o n ;  
 
N o t i n g  f u r t h e r  t h e  c l o s e  l i n k ag e  b e t w e e n  r u r al  an d  u r b an  ar e as ,  w h e r e i n  t h e  n e e d  
t o  p r o m o t e  u r b an  am e n i t i e s  i n  r u r al  ar e as  i s  c r i t i c al  f o r  b al an c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
 
N o t i n g  al s o  t h e  s p e c i al  c i r c u m s t an c e s  o f  Pac i f i c  i s l an d  n at i o n s  an d  s m al l  i s l an d  
s t at e s  t h at  r e q u i r e  a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  u r b an  m an ag e m e n t  an d  p l an n i n g ;  
 
C o g n i z an t  o f  t h e  E n h an c e d  F r am e w o r k  o f  I m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f  S u s t ai n ab l e  
U r b an i s at i o n  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c :  
1 .  E x p r e s s  p r o f o u n d  g r at i t u d e  an d  ap p r e c i at i o n  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a f o r  

t h e  e f f o r t s  m ad e  i n  c o n v e n i n g  an d  h o s t i n g  t h i s  i n au g u r al  c o n f e r e n c e  l e ad i n g  
t o  t h e  l au n c h  o f  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  M i n i s t e r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  
D e v e l o p m e n t  (A PM C H U D ) ;   

2 .  C o m m e n d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  H u m an  S e t t l e m e n t s  
Pr o g r am m e  (U N -H A B I T A T )  f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  f ac i l i t at i n g  an d  j o i n t l y  c o n v e n i n g  
t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a;  



3 .  A p p r e c i at e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  p ar t i c i p at i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  an d  al l  o t h e r  c o -
o p e r at i n g  Par t n e r s  t o  m ak e  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  p r o d u c t i v e  an d  s u c c e s s f u l ;   

4 .  A p p r e c i at e  f u r t h e r   t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  p ar t i c i p at i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  an d  al l  o t h e r  
c o -o p e r at i n g  Par t n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  E c o n o m i c  an d  S o c i al  
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  A s i a an d  t h e  Pac i f i c  (U N E S C A P) ,  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  E c o n o m i c  
an d  S o c i al  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  W e s t e r n  A s i a (U N E S C W A ) ,  A s i an  D e v e l o p m e n t  
B an k  (A D B ) ,  an d  t h e  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  Pr o g r am m e  (U N D P) ;   

5 .  C o m m e n d  f u r t h e r  t h e  p ar t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  U N -H A B I T A T  an d  A s i an  
D e v e l o p m e n t  B an k  t o  b r i n g  s i g n i f i c an t  n e w  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  W at e r  an d  
S an i t at i o n  t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  u r b an  p o o r  i n  t h e  A s i a - Pac i f i c   r e g i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  ac h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  M D G s ;  

6 .  A p p r e c i at e  al s o  t h e  c o m m e n d ab l e  e f f o r t s  m ad e  b y  t h e  p ar t i c i p at i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h at  c o n t r i b u t e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  d e l i b e r at i o n s  o f  t h i s  M i n i s t e r i al  
C o n f e r e n c e ;  

7 .  D e c i d e  t o  e s t ab l i s h  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  M i n i s t e r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H o u s i n g  an d  
U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  (A PM C H U D )  as  t h e  c o n s u l t at i v e  m e c h an i s m  o n  t h e  
p r o m o t i o n  o f  s u s t ai n ab l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  R e g i o n ;  

 
8 .  D e c i d e  t h at  A PM C H U D  w i l l ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  an d  as  g u i d e d  b y  t h e  E n h an c e d  

F r am e w o r k  o f  I m p l e m e n t at i o n  f o r  S u s t ai n ab l e  U r b an i s at i o n  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c :  
a.  S e r v e  as  a f o r u m  an d  n e t w o r k  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  u r b an  c h al l e n g e  at  t h e  

c o n t i n e n t al  l e v e l  an d  r e g i o n al  l e v e l  as  a b as i s  f o r  n at i o n al ,  
p r o v i n c i al  an d  l o c al  l e v e l  s t r at e g i e s  an d  p o l i c i e s  an d  as  a f o c u s  f o r  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  h ab i t at  ag e n d a an d  t h e  r e l e v an t  M i l l e n n i u m  
D e v e l o p m e n t  G o al s  an d  T ar g e t s ;  

b .  E n c o u r ag e  an d  p r o m o t e  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  g o o d  u r b an  
g o v e r n an c e  i n  A s i a - Pac i f i c   an d   s e r v e  as  a p l at f o r m  f o r  ad v o c ac y  
o f  i n c l u s i v e  u r b an  g o v e r n an c e ;  

c .  E n h an c e  t h e  r o l e  o f  g e n d e r  i n  l o c al  g o v e r n m e n t  m an ag e m e n t  f o r  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  t o  b e  ac h i e v e d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  b i g g e r  r o l e  



f o r  w o m e n  i n  l o c al  g o v e r n an c e ,  p ar t i c u l ar l y  i n  ar e as  r e l at e d  t o  s l u m  
e r ad i c at i o n  p r o g r am m e s ;  

d .  C h am p i o n  an d  S u p p o r t  I n n o v at i v e  H o u s i n g ,  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  
an d  L an d  M an ag e m e n t  Pr ac t i c e s  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c ;  

e .  Pr o m o t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  ap p r o p r i at e  h o u s i n g  an d  l o w -c o s t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  r u r al  an d  u r b an  h o u s i n g ;  

f .  F ac i l i t at e  s o u t h -s o u t h  an d  i n t e r n at i o n al  e x c h an g e s  o f  e x p e r t i s e ,  
r e s e ar c h ,  e x p e r i e n c e  an d  b e s t  p r ac t i c e s  i n  h u m an  s e t t l e m e n t s  
am o n g  p r i v at e  s e c t o r ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  an d  o t h e r  s t ak e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  
r e g i o n ;  

g .  D e v e l o p  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t an d i n g  o f  u r b an  l an d  d y n am i c s  t h at  c an  
l e ad  t o  i m p r o v e d  l an d  t e n u r e  an d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  u r b an  l an d  
m ar k e t s  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c ;   

h .  Pr o v i d e  an d  p r o m o t e  a s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  i n f o r m al  s e c t o r  
ac t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t r e e t  v e n d i n g ,  w i t h i n  n at i o n al  r e g u l at o r y  
f r am e w o r k ;  

i .  S u p p o r t  r e l i e f  an d  r e h ab i l i t at i o n  o f  s h e l t e r  an d  h u m an  s e t t l e m e n t s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  p o s t -c o n f l i c t  an d  p o s t -d i s as t e r  s i t u at i o n s ;  

j .  U r g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p ar t n e r s  an d  m u l t i -l at e r al  ag e n c i e s  t o  as s i s t  
A s i a-Pac i f i c  c o u n t r i e s  o n  f i n an c i n g  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  i n f r as t r u c t u r e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  

k .  Pr o m o t e  c ap ac i t y  b u i l d i n g  e f f o r t s  an d  e n c o u r ag e  s t r o n g  t i e s  
b e t w e e n  r e s e ar c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t an d  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  
l e g al  an d  f i n an c i al  i m p o r t an c e  o f  h o u s i n g  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  
u r b an  l an d  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c ;  

l .  E n c o u r ag e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  an d  s h ar i n g  o f  d at a an d  i n f o r m at i o n  t h at  
c an  i m p r o v e  t h e  p l an n i n g  an d  m an ag e m e n t  o f  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t ;   

m .  Pr o m o t e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n al i s at i o n  o f  a c u l t u r e  f o r  u r b an  p l an n i n g  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e p ar at i o n  o f  u r b an  s t r at e g i c  p l an s  at  b o t h  n at i o n al  
an d  l o c al  l e v e l s ;   



n .  E n c o u r ag e  t h e  m o b i l i z at i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  f i n an c i al  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  
h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  p r o m o t e  t h e  n e c e s s ar y  
p ar t n e r s h i p  f o r  at t ai n m e n t  o f  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ;   

o .  M ai n s t r e am  u r b an  an d  o t h e r  i s s u e s  d e al i n g  w i t h  h u m an  s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  m ac r o -e c o n o m i c  f r am e w o r k s  an d  n at i o n al  b u d g e t s  o f  A s i a-
Pac i f i c  g o v e r n m e n t s ;  

p .  Pr o v i d e  a f o c al  p o i n t  t o  l i n k  r e l e v an t  as p e c t s  o f  r e g i o n al  s t r at e g i c  
i n i t i at i v e s  as  w e l l  as  i n t e r n at i o n al  p r o c e s s e s  an d  u n d e r t ak i n g s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  ag e n d a f o r  s u s t ai n ab l e  u r b an i s at i o n ;  

q .  E n c o u r ag e  p ar t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  p r i v at e  s e c t o r  f o r  s h e l t e r  ,  u r b an  
i n f r as t r u c t u r e  an d  s e r v i c e s  ;  

r .  U n d e r t ak e  al l  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  t h at  w i l l  l e ad  t o  t h e  r e al i z at i o n  o f  t h e  
g o al s  o f  t h e  e n h an c e d  f r am e w o r k  o f  i m p l e m e n t at i o n  f o r  h o u s i n g  
an d  h u m an  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  A s i a-Pac i f i c  ad o p t e d  b y  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ;  

s .  E x p l o r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e s t ab l i s h i n g  a r e g i o n al  f u n d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f   
h o u s i n g  f i n an c e  f o r  t h e  p o o r ;  

t .  E n c o u r ag e  f as t -t r ac k  i m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f  w at e r  an d  s an i t at i o n  
p r o g r am m e s  t o  ac h i e v e  t h e  M D G ’ s  s p e c i f i c  t ar g e t s ;  

u .  Pr o m o t e  b r o ad -b as e d  p ar t i c i p at i o n ,  t ak i n g  i n t o  ac c o u n t  t h e  i s s u e s  
r e l at e d  t o  y o u t h ,  w o m e n ,  d i s ab l e d ,  an d  v u l n e r ab l e  g r o u p s ;  

v .  Pr o m o t e  an d  e n c o u r ag e  p o l i c i e s  an d  p r o g r am m e s  t h at  ar e  p e o p l e -
c e n t r i c  an d  c o m m u n i t y -b as e d ;  

w .  Pr o m o t e  a s e n s e  o f  u r b an  c i t i z e n s h i p  t h r o u g h  f o s t e r i n g  c i v i c  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

x .  A d d r e s s  t h e  n e g at i v e  i m p ac t  o f  n at u r al  d i s as t e r s  an d  c o n f l i c t s  an d  
t h e  i m p o r t an c e  o f  s o c i al  p e ac e  an d  h ar m o n y   o n  t h e  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t o w n s  an d  c i t i e s ;  an d ,  

y .  Pr o m o t e  i n t e g r at e d  an d  s u s t ai n ab l e  r u r al  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  
ad d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  u r b an i z at i o n .  

 



9 .  D e c i d e  f u r t h e r  t h at  A PM C H U D  w i l l  e s t ab l i s h  l i n k s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n t e r -
m i n i s t e r i al  c o n f e r e n c e s  w o r k i n g  o n  i s s u e s  r e l at e d  t o  t h e  H ab i t at  A g e n d a,  
i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  m at t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  f i n an c e ,  w at e r  s u p p l y  an d  
s an i t at i o n ,  l o c al  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l an d  an d  i n f r as t r u c t u r e ;   

 
1 0 .  R e s o l v e  t h at  A PM C H U D  m ay  i n i t i al l y  b e  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

o r g an s :  
• T h e  B i e n n i al  M i n i s t e r i al  C o n f e r e n c e ,  
• T h e  B u r e au ,  an d  
• T h e  S e c r e t ar i at  

 
1 1 .  R e s o l v e  al s o  t h at  t h e  B i e n n i al  M i n i s t e r i al  C o n f e r e n c e  s h al l  b e  c o m p o s e d  

o f  M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  an d  s h al l  
n o r m al l y  m e e t  af t e r  e v e r y  t w o  y e ar s  t o  c o n s u l t  an d  r e v i e w  p r o g r e s s  o n  t h e  
p r o m o t i o n  o f  s u s t ai n ab l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  H u m an  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  A s i a-
Pac i f i c ;  

 
1 2 .  D e c i d e  t h at  t h e  h o s t  an d  t h e  C h ai r  o f  t h i s  i n au g u r al  c o n f e r e n c e ,  I n d i a,  

s h al l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  C h ai r  o f  t h e  B u r e au  an d  s h al l  s e r v e  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  b i e n n i al  
c o n f e r e n c e ;   

 
1 3 .  C o n f i r m  t h at  t h e  B u r e au  e s t ab l i s h e d  at  t h i s  i n au g u r al  c o n f e r e n c e  s h al l  

s e r v e  as  t h e  f i r s t  B u r e au  o f  t h e  A s i a - Pac i f i c   M i n i s t e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  
H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  (A PM C H U D )  w i t h  i t s  m e m b e r s  b e i n g  
M i n i s t e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g :  
• S o u t h  A s i a,  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  R e p u b l i c  o f  I n d i a as  C h ai r  o f  t h e  

B u r e au ,  an d  I s l am i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r an ;   
• S o u t h  E as t  A s i a:  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  M al ay s i a,  an d  al s o  as  t h e  

R ap p o r t e u r ;  
• E as t  A s i a:  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  Pe o p l e s  R e p u b l i c  o f  C h i n a;  
• N o r t h  an d  C e n t r al  A s i a:  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  A z e r b ai j an ;  
• W e s t e r n  A s i a:  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  J o r d an ;  



• Pac i f i c  an d  O c e an i a:  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  Pap u a N e w -G u i n e a;  
 

1 4 .  D e c i d e  t h at  t h e  B u r e au  s h al l  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  B i e n n i al  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  
M i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  an d  s h al l  h o l d  
o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  c o n f e r e n c e ;  

1 5 .  R e q u e s t  t h e  B u r e au  t o  c o n v e n e  w i t h i n  f o u r  m o n t h s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
m o d al i t i e s  o f  e s t ab l i s h i n g  t h e  S e c r e t ar i at  an d  o t h e r  o r g an s .   I n  t h e  
m e an t i m e ,  an  i n t e r i m  S e c r e t ar i at  m ay  b e  e s t ab l i s h e d  i n  I n d i a as  s o o n  as  
p o s s i b l e ;  

 
1 6 .  R e q u e s t  f u r t h e r  t h at  u p o n  f i n al i z at i o n  o f  t h e  m o d al i t i e s  o f  e s t ab l i s h m e n t  o f  

t h e  S e c r e t ar i at  an d  o t h e r  o r g an s ,  t h e  s am e  m ay  b e  p u t  as  an  A p p e n d i x  t o  
t h i s  D e c l ar at i o n ;   

 
1 7 .  R e s o l v e  t h at  A PM C H U D  m e e t s  e v e r y  t w o  y e ar s ,  p r e f e r ab l y  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

b e f o r e  t h e  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n i n g  C o u n c i l  o f  U N -H A B I T A T ;  
 

1 8 .  R e q u e s t  t h e  A s i a - Pac i f i c  c o u n t r i e s  an d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  U N -
H A B I T A T  t o  as s i s t  t h e  B u r e au  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t ab l i s h  t h e  S e c r e t ar i at ;  

 
1 9 .  C al l  u p o n  al l  c o -o p e r at i n g  p ar t n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A S E A N ,  S A A R C ,  Pac i f i c  

I s l an d s  F o r u m ,  E C O ,  o t h e r  r e l e v an t  U N  ag e n c i e s ,  t h e  A s i an  D e v e l o p m e n t  
B an k ,  an d  d o n o r s ,  t o  s u p p o r t  A PM C H U D  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f  
t h e  m e as u r e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s  D e c l ar at i o n ;  

 
2 0 .  R e q u e s t  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  c o u n t r i e s  t o  m ai n s t r e am  i s s u e s  o f  h o u s i n g  an d  

u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  c o u n t r i e s  b y  e s t ab l i s h i n g  C o o r d i n at i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  
f o r  t h e  s e c t o r ,  an d  g i v i n g  a h i g h  p r o m i n e n c e  t o  t h e  c h al l e n g e s  o f  
s u s t ai n ab l e  u r b an i s at i o n ;  

 
2 1 .  R e c o m m e n d  t h at  t h e  m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  A s i a - Pac i f i c  as s i s t  t h e  

U n i t e d  N at i o n s  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  U n i t e d  N at i o n s  H ab i t at  



an d  H u m an  S e t t l e m e n t s  F o u n d at i o n  as  a m e c h an i s m  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  s l u m  
u p g r ad i n g  an d  o t h e r  p r o -p o o r  h o u s i n g  an d  i n f r as t r u c t u r e  f i n an c e ;  

 
2 2 .  R e q u e s t  t h e  B u r e au  o f  A PM C H U D  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  r e l e v an t  r e g i o n al ,  

i n t e r n at i o n al  an d  U N  ag e n c i e s  an d  p r o g r am m e s  o n  t h e  c r e at i o n  o f  
A PM C H U D ;  

 
2 3 .  C o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  ap p r i s e  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  H e ad s  o f  S t at e s  an d  

G o v e r n m e n t s  o n  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  an d  t ak e  ap p r o p r i at e  
ac t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  d e c l ar at i o n  

 
2 4 .  W e l c o m e  t h e  o f f e r  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  I s l am i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r an  t o  

h o s t  t h e  n e x t  A s i a-Pac i f i c  M i n i s t e r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  
D e v e l o p m e n t  at  a d at e  t o  b e  c o m m u n i c at e d  l at e r .  



E N H A N C E D  F R A M E W O R K  O F  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  F O R  
S U S T A I N A B L E  U R B A N I S A T I O N  I N  A S I A -P A C I F I C  

 
I .  O v e r v i e w    
 
1 .  R ap i d  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  f e at u r e s  o f  A s i an  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  i m p ac t  o f  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i s  v i v i d l y  m an i f e s t e d  i n  
c o n t e m p o r ar y  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A s i a.  T o d ay  i n  m an y  p ar t s  o f  A s i a an d  t h e  
Pac i f i c ,  u r b an i s at i o n  i s  b e i n g  ac c e l e r at e d  b y  a n e w  g l o b al  e c o n o m y  t h at  i s  
l i t e r al l y  c h an g i n g  t h e  f ac e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  T h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t i n u i n g  s t r o n g  
p r o g r e s s  t o w ar d s  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  i n c o m e  p o v e r t y ,  p e r f o r m an c e  ag ai n s t  m an y  
s o c i al  i n d i c at o r s  i n  A s i a i s  m i x e d .  A s i a h as  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  r e al i t y  t h at  m o r e  t h an  
t w o -t h i r d s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p o o r  l i v e  i n  A s i a,  an d  t h at  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s t r o n g  
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  ar e  n o t  s h ar e d  e q u al l y .  I n  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  r e g i o n  al o n e ,  m o r e  
t h an  6 5 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  l i v e  o n  o n e  d o l l ar -a-d ay  o r  l e s s .  T h i s  ac c o u n t s  f o r  6 5 %  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ’ s  u l t r a-p o o r .  A s i a al s o  i s  h o m e  t o  h al f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  s l u m  p o p u l at i o n .  A n d  
d e s p i t e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  an d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  c i t i e s  i n  t h i s  g r o w t h ,  t h e  s l u m  
p o p u l at i o n  i s  r i s i n g .   
2 .  W i t h  h al f  o f  h u m an i t y  l i v i n g  i n  t o w n s  an d  c i t i e s ,  t h e  w o r l d  h as  n o w  e n t e r e d  a 
n e w  u r b an  e r a.  C i t i e s  c r e at e  m u c h  o f  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  t h at  c au s e s  c l i m at e  c h an g e .  
T h e  u r b an  p o o r  ar e  p ar t i c u l ar l y  v u l n e r ab l e  t o  d i s as t e r s .  T h i s  m ak e s  m an y  c i t i e s  
g i an t  d i s as t e r  t r ap s .  N e w  t h i n k i n g  i s  n e e d e d  s o  t h at  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  A s i a-Pac i f i c  
r e g i o n  r e g ar d  an d  t r e at  t h e i r  c i t i e s  as  l i v i n g  e c o -s y s t e m s .    
3 .  T h e s e  c o n c e r n s  h av e  b e e n  r ai s e d  at  t h e  n at i o n al ,  r e g i o n al  an d  i n t e r n at i o n al  
l e v e l s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  c i t i e s  an d  t o w n s .  A g ai n s t  t h i s  b ac k g r o u n d :  
 

• T h e  1 9 9 4  C a i r o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
( I C P D )  r e c o g n i s e d  t h at  “ T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  u r b an i s at i o n  i s  i n t r i n s i c  t o  
e c o n o m i c  an d  s o c i al  d e v e l o p m e n t  … ”  an d  r e c o m m e n d e d   “ …  t o  f o s t e r  a 
m o r e  b al an c e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u l at i o n  b y  p r o m o t i n g  s u s t ai n ab l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  b o t h  m aj o r  s e n d i n g  an d  r e c e i v i n g  ar e as . ”  T h e  I C PD  



c l e ar l y  u n d e r l i n e d  t h at  “ S u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  e c o l o g i c al l y  s o u n d  
an d  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i al  an d  g e n d e r  e q u i t y ” .   

• I n  1 9 9 6  t h e  U N -H A B I T A T  S u m m i t  i n  I s t an b u l  an d  t h e  2 0 0 1  I s t an b u l  +  5  
r e v i e w  S u m m i t  c al l e d  o n  G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  t ak e  t h e  m e as u r e s  n e c e s s ar y  t o  
e n s u r e  ad e q u at e  h o u s i n g  f o r  al l ,  al l e v i at e  u r b an  p o v e r t y  an d  p r o m o t e  
o v e r al l  s o c i al  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

• T h e  H e ad s  o f  S t at e  an d  G o v e r n m e n t ,  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 0 ,  i n  N e w  Y o r k  
c o m m i t t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  M i l l e n n i u m  D e c l a r a t i o n .  I t  p r o v i d e s  an  
i n t e g r at e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  f r am e w o r k .  G o al  7  c o v e r i n g  E n v i r o n m e n t al  
s u s t ai n ab i l i t y  ad d r e s s e s  t h e  c h al l e n g e  o f  h o u s i n g  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
W i t h i n  a w i d e r  f r am e w o r k  o f  s o c i al  an d  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  i t  s e e k s  
t h e  “ i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s l u m  d w e l l e r s ”  i m p l y i n g  ac c e s s  t o  s af e  
w at e r ,  s an i t at i o n ,  s e c u r i t y  o f  t e n u r e ,  d u r ab i l i t y  o f  h o u s i n g ,  an d  s u f f i c i e n t  
l i v i n g  ar e a as  w e l l  as  s o c i al  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  as  h e al t h  an d  e d u c at i o n .   

• S p e c i f i c al l y ,  T ar g e t  1 0  o f  t h e  M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l  N o .  7  u r g e s  
U N  M e m b e r  S t at e s  t o  “ H al v e  b y  2 0 1 5  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  
s u s t ai n ab l e  ac c e s s  t o  s af e  d r i n k i n g  w at e r  an d  b as i c  s an i t at i o n ” .  T ar g e t  1 1  
ai m s  t o  “ H av e  ac h i e v e d  b y  2 0 2 0  a s i g n i f i c an t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
at  l e as t  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  s l u m  d w e l l e r s . ”  

• F u r t h e r ,  at  t h e  W o r l d  S u m m i t  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  w o r l d  l e ad e r s  ag r e e d  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :   “ I n  p u r s u an c e  o f  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  ac h i e v e  s u s t ai n ab l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w e  f u r t h e r  r e s o l v e :  5 6  (m ) :  T o  ac h i e v e  s i g n i f i c an t  
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  at  l e as t  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  s l u m -d w e l l e r s  b y  2 0 2 0 ,  
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n c r e as e d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  
af f o r d ab l e  h o u s i n g  an d  h o u s i n g -r e l at e d  i n f r as t r u c t u r e ,  p r i o r i t i z i n g  s l u m  
p r e v e n t i o n  an d  s l u m  u p g r ad i n g ,  an d  t o  e n c o u r ag e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  
N at i o n s  H ab i t at  an d  H u m an  S e t t l e m e n t s  F o u n d at i o n  an d  i t s  S l u m  
U p g r ad i n g  F ac i l i t y ; ”  

 
4 .  T h e s e  i n t e r n at i o n al  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  c h al l e n g e s  p o s e d  b y  r ap i d  e c o n o m i c  
g r o w t h  an d  u r b an i s at i o n ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a l ar g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p o p u l at i o n  l i v i n g  i n  



s l u m s ,  c al l e d  f o r  j o i n t  c o l l ab o r at i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  U N -H A B I T A T  an d  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a t o  o r g an i z e  t h e  F i r s t  A s i a Pac i f i c  M i n i s t e r i al  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  
H o u s i n g  an d  U r b an  D e v e l o p m e n t  (A PM C H U D )  u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e ,  “ A  V i s i o n  f o r  
S u s t a i n a b l e  U r b a n i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a -P a c i f i c  b y  2 0 2 0 ” .  
5 .  T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  ac h i e v i n g  S u s t ai n ab l e  
U r b an i s at i o n  b y  2 0 2 0  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  d e l i b e r at i o n s  an d  r e c o m m e n d at i o n s  
h av e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  e n h an c e d  f r am e w o r k  f o r  t h e  
i m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f  p r o g r am m e s  f o r  ac h i e v i n g  t h i s  v i s i o n   i n  A s i a an d  t h e  Pac i f i c .   
 
 W h i l e  i t  w as  s e e n  as  i m p o r t an t  t o  ag r e e  o n  g e n e r al  p r i n c i p l e s  an d  c o n c e p t s .  
T h e r e  i s  a n e e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u al  c o u n t r i e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e c o m m e n d at i o n s  m ad e  
b y  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  b as e d  o n  e ac h  c o u n t r y ’ s  p ar t i c u l ar  c o n t e x t  r e l at e d  t o  s c al e  o f  
p o p u l at i o n ,  l e v e l  o f  u r b an i s at i o n ,  l e v e l  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t al  s i t u at i o n ,  
p o l i t i c al  an d  ad m i n i s t r at i v e  ar r an g e m e n t s  an d  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h i s  v as t  r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s m al l  i s l an d  n at i o n s ,  e ac h  c o u n t r y  m ay  
h av e  t o  e v o l v e  an d  ad o p t  s p e c i f i c  p r ac t i c e s  an d  p o l i c i e s  ad ap t e d  t o  t h e i r  u n i q u e  
l o c al  c o n t e x t .   
 
T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  w e l c o m e d  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  ap p r o ac h  t o w ar d s  i n t e g r at e d  an d  
s u s t ai n ab l e  r u r al  an d  u r b an  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  as  o u t l i n e d  b y  H . E .  D r .  A PJ  A b d u l  
K al am ,  Pr e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  I n d i a,  i n  h i s  ad d r e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n au g u r at i o n  
o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h i s  ap p r o ac h  i s  al s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d at i o n s  o f  t h i s  
e n h an c e d  f r am e w o r k .   
 
I I .  U r b a n i s a t i o n  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
 
6 .  T h e  u r b an i s at i o n  l e v e l  i n  A s i a w i l l  i n c r e as e  f r o m  ab o u t  4 0  p e r c e n t  t o d ay  t o  
ab o u t  6 0  p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d e c ad e s .  N e ar l y  9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l at i o n  
g r o w t h  w i l l  b e  ab s o r b e d  i n  t h e  u r b an  c e n t r e s  o f  A s i a.  
7. While economic growth in Asia has progressed well, and made it much richer 
than ev er b ef ore, this growth is contingent upon the way  in which Asian cities are 
managed, and how the urb an poor are cared f or.  T he current growth pattern has 



also b rought ab out enormous disparities across and within nations.  Asia must 
f ace up to the f act that more than two-thirds of  the world’ s poor liv e in the region, 
and that the b enef its of  strong economic growth are not shared eq ually .  I n the 
Asia-P acif ic region alone, more than 6 5 0  million people liv e on one dollar-a-day  
or less.  T his accounts f or 6 5 %  of  the world’ s ultra-poor.   
8 . Along with the prosperity  that glob alisation b rings to Asian urb an economies, 
there are associated prob lems of  poor inf rastructure, a lack  of  b asic serv ices, 
increasing pollution, and growing numb ers of  poor people.  I t is f eared that the 
rapid economic growth will b ring ab out a worsening of  env ironmental indicators, 
with more air pollution, and less groundwater av ailab ility .  
9 . N otwithstanding the ab ov e, urb anisation can b e a positiv e dev elopment 
process if  well managed and controlled with eq uitab le access to land, adeq uate 
shelter as well as the prov ision of  b asic serv ices.  P olitical will, decentralisation, 
good gov ernance and the empowerment of  national and local authorities as well 
as the adoption of  inclusiv e processes f or mob ilising local resources and 
j udicious resource-allocation and decision mak ing are f undamental to addressing 
the urb anisation challenge in Asia and the P acif ic.  I n a rapidly  urb anising region, 
the promotion of  b alanced and sustainab le urb anisation req uires, more than 
ev er, strategic, integrated planning, capacity  b uilding, as well as strong regional 
co-operation, k nowledge sharing, network ing and monitoring.   
1 0 . T he f ramework  aims to identif y  and suggest measures f or more ef f ectiv e 
urb an dev elopment policies and strategies in Asia-P acif ic so as to guide the 
actions of  all stak eholders ( gov ernment and non-gov ernment)  and help steer 
them towards the achiev ement of  the common urb an v ision.   T he f ramework  also 
aims to identif y  link ages b etween land policies and urb anisation.   
 
I I I . P r o -p o o r  u r b a n  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  p l a n n i n g   
 
1 1 . T he k ey  challenge is improv ing urb an gov ernance and management through 
an enhanced local inv estment climate that promotes economic growth and 
increases employ ment.  



 1 2 . T o redress the most rapid urb anisation in the world, sustain high economic 
growth, eradicating pov erty  and ineq uity , req uires reinv igorating urb an planning, 
work ing with the priv ate sector, emb edding a pro-poor policy  orientation, 
inclusiv eness and empowerment.   
1 3 . I t is necessary  to seek  rapidly  responsiv e and sustainab le modalities of  
prov iding shelter, inf rastructure serv ices and means of  liv elihood.  I t is also 
necessary  to enhance the role of  city  and community  leadership, ensure civ ic 
inv olv ement and priv ate sector engagement.   
1 4 . T hese principles will b e realised through ef f ectiv e decentralisation policies 
and mechanisms that streamline inter-gov ernmental relations, strategic 
integrated planning harnessing a f ull engagement of  stak eholders and f orging 
realistic pub lic- priv ate-people partnerships.   
1 5 . E nhancing local inv estment climate will req uire sy stems and institutional 
mechanisms that nurture a partnership b etween pub lic, priv ate and civ il sectors 
in serv ice deliv ery , inf rastructural dev elopment, as well as in producing means of  
liv elihood.  S imilarly , the regulatory  and ov ersight f ramework s, which allow the 
priv ate and community  sectors to generate means of  liv elihood will hav e to b e 
attended to and realigned.  T he capacity  of  city  administrators will need to b e 
enhanced to capitaliz e on the positiv e aspects of  glob aliz ation and mitigate its 
negativ e ef f ects.   
1 6 . I nclusiv e processes f or decision-mak ing, which inv olv e civ il society  must b e 
encouraged and promoted.  P articular emphasis must b e placed on the 
inv olv ement of  women, the poor and disadv antaged groups through inv olv ing 
them in decision mak ing process, planning programme dev elopment, 
implementation and monitoring.  
1 7. T he lack  of  institutional capacity , to deal with the dev elopment needs of  the 
urb an poor, remains a sev ere constraint and b ottleneck  in many  Asian countries.  
T his is particularly  the case with urb an local authorities, which hav e the direct 
responsib ility  f or the management of  cities and address the special req uirement 
of  the urb an poor.  N ational gov ernments should dev elop a proactiv e f ramework  
f or national support to local administrations.  At the same time, local gov ernments 



need to act independently  to improv e local management and enhance capacity , 
capab ility , ef f iciency , accountab ility  and responsiv eness to needs of  the urb an 
poor, within the national f ramework  and perf ormance b enchmark ing.   
1 8 . T he issues of  the human security , natural disasters, and conf licts hav e 
b ecome important in Asia in recent times as they  af f ect the poor the most.  We 
need concerted ef f orts in mitigating natural disasters such as ty phoons, cy clones, 
f loods, landslides, T sunami and earthq uak es.   
1 9 . I n a f ew countries ongoing civ il conf licts hav e grav ely  af f ected on 
dev elopment and increased v ulnerab ility  of  urb an poor due to rapid demographic 
mov ement.  F or ef f ectiv e reconstruction process and capacity  b uilding in post-
conf lict situation, special attention will need to b e put in place, tak ing into account 
the lack  of  gov ernance and pressure to gov ernments to div ert resources f or 
social dev elopment programmes.   
2 0 . I ncreasing urb an sprawl as well as the social and economic needs of  the 
region’ s cities call f or an urgent need to enhance the planning f unction through a 
rapidly  responsiv e interv ention at all lev els and tak ing into account the growth in 
f ringe areas, peri-urb an areas and rural-urb an continuum to deploy  it as an 
ef f ectiv e instrument of  urb an gov ernance.    
2 1 . A new culture of  planning process should b e inclusiv e and prov ide a v alid 
space f or urb an poor liv elihoods and their liv ing.  V iewed in this light, planning is 
ab out getting a comprehensiv e, intensiv e utilisation of  land and promoting 
innov ativ e policies f or f ormal access to lands b y  the poor, such as land sharing, 
land pooling, eq uality  land and property  rights to women.   
2 2 . P lanning needs to b e guided b y  innov ativ e, imaginativ e, entrepreneurial 
principles of  land management and administration.  T he process should estab lish 
pro-poor planning standards and b uilding and construction regulatory  f ramework  
that ov ercomes the rigidities of ten characteriz ing urb an dev elopment and deliv ery  
of  serv ices especially  f or the urb an poor population.   
2 3 . T he dominance of  the master plan seems to perv ade a numb er of  countries 
in the region.  T he master plan is proj ected to b e a k ey  of f icial document f or 
planned dev elopment of  urb an centres.  T he contex t of  rapid economic growth 



has made urb an planning to b e q uite challenging.  I t is necessary  to adopt 
innov ativ e planning tools to accommodate growth dy namics of  cities.   
2 4 . U rb an centres are the driv ers of  economic dev elopment, b ut of ten hav e 
limited resources to meet the growing demand f or inf rastructure and serv ices 
especially  f or urb an poor.  H owev er, q uestions still remain whether the needs of  
the poor are met or not.  T he solution to this lies in f orging realistic pub lic-priv ate-
people partnerships.  
2 5 . T here is an urgent need to promote a sense of  urb an citiz enship through 
f ostering civ ic responsib ilities and to adopt a ‘ C itiz en C harter’  in each city  that 
prov ides a sense of  inclusiv eness and commitment b y  all, and that includes all 
social aspects of  urb an dev elopment.  
2 6 . L ocal institutional sy stems, including those dealing with regulatory  f unctions, 
socializ ation, capacity  b uilding, liv elihoods and appreciation of  social and cultural 
v alues, conf lict resolution, saf ety  and security , need to preserv ed and 
consolidated.  
2 7. U rb an renewal and urb an dev elopment processes should pay  particular 
attention to the needs of  the urb an poor and not resort to relocation without 
alternativ e.  I t should promote preserv ation and conserv ation of  cultural heritage 
in cities.  
2 8 . A pro-poor orientation needs to b e emphasiz ed, which includes:  an enab ling 
condition f or the poor, increased space f or engagement, empowerment as well 
as the prev alence of  inclusiv e sy stems.  T he poor contrib ute richly  to the social 
economic dev elopment and G D P .   
2 9 . T he issue of  small island states with shortage of  land, f ragile eco sy stems, 
resources, f ragmented nature of  the populations, high urb an migration, sea 
transport constraints and lack  of  v iab le social and pub lic inf rastructure, af f ect 
urb an gov ernance and planning responsiv e to all specially  the poor.  T his calls f or 
a dif f erent perspectiv e in urb an management and planning that is responsiv e to 
the particular needs of  the small island states and countries in the Asia P acif ic 
R egion.  



3 0 . V ision 2 0 2 0 :  considering the prospects of  v ision 2 0 2 0 , gov ernance and 
planning processes should aim at achiev ing cities without slums cities which are 
env ironmentally  sustainab le, liv eab le economically  v iab le especially  f or urb an 
poor.    
 
I V . S l u m  U p g r a d i n g  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  
 
3 1 . All slum upgrading and prev ention activ ities undertak en in the region should 
b e within the ov erall contex t of  M D G  G oal 7  T arget 1 1 .  
3 2 . T he policy , proj ects and programmes at regional, national and local lev els 
shall b e guided b y  the f ollowing recommendations.   
3 3 . While it may  b e usef ul to agree on general principals and concepts f or slum 
upgrading and prev ention, each country  and city  may  hav e to ev olv e and adopt 
specif ic practices and policies adapt to their uniq ue local contex t.  
3 4 . G ov ernments are to f acilitate comprehensiv e assessments of  slum liv ing 
conditions, in the region and mak e inf ormation widely  av ailab le and updated it 
regularly .  U N -H AB I T AT  and relev ant local, national and regional institutions 
should b e engaged in this process.  
3 5 . G ov ernments at all lev els should demonstrate strong and consistent political 
will which is critical to address the prob lem of  slums and sq uatter settlements 
and will help in launching programme and policy  initiativ es at national and 
regional lev el.  T his is to b e translated into f ormulation and adoption of  a national 
policy  on slum upgrading and prev ention b y  2 0 0 8 , inclusiv e of  well-def ined 
national and city  targets.   
3 6 . F urther, with a v iew to slum prev ention, they  should implement progressiv e 
policy  ref orms to f acilitate the setting up of  proper urb an planning and land 
regulation and management sy stems that tak e into consideration dif f erent f orms 
of  land tenure;  the prov ision of  af f ordab le and accessib le land and housing;  the 
improv ed cov erage of  water supply  and sanitation serv ices;  appropriate 
institutional f ramework s;  and eq uitab le economic policies.   
3 7. G ov ernments should not consider upgrading as a mere technical operation, 
implemented in a top-down manner.  As part of  a rights-b ased approach to 



housing, gov ernments and other implementing actors should inv olv e slum 
residents and their organisations through consultation and participation in the 
f ormulation, decision-mak ing and implementation of  proj ects, programmes and 
strategies f or slum upgrading.  Where needed, community  participation should 
include capacity  b uilding f or empowerment since slum dwellers are the f irst right 
holders.  T he ob j ectiv e of  upgrading should b e to integrate slum dwellers and the 
mainstream through rehab ilitation and ensuring participation in all sectors.  
3 8 . G ov ernments hav e to ensure that slum upgrading and prev ention 
programmes prov ide eq ual opportunities f or women and mak e them activ e 
participants in the entire process.  
3 9 . G ov ernments in the region, multilateral and b ilateral organisations and all 
stak eholders in the urb an sector should f ocus on socio-economic dev elopment, 
such as employ ment generation, micro-f inance and community -b ased credit 
schemes, while undertak ing upgrading and prev ention measures and 
programmes and should eq ually  address the needs of  women, y outh and the 
disab led.   
4 0 . G ov ernments should f acilitate deliv ery  of  af f ordab le serv iced land and 
housing f or low-income groups in suitab le locations in order to prev ent new slum 
f ormation.  L and should b e made av ailab le to indiv idual f amilies, communities, 
non-prof it organisations, cooperativ es, and the priv ate sector.  H ousing deliv ery  to 
b e promoted should include dif f erent tenure f orms such as af f ordab le rental 
housing.  Also, employ er-assisted housing schemes, including sites and serv ices 
with access to f inance, insurance, and gov ernment incentiv es, should b e 
considered as alternativ es where possib le.  
4 1 . G ov ernments should ex plore possib le pub lic-priv ate partnership to implement 
slum improv ement and/ or redev elopment proj ects particularly  in high land v alue 
locations.  L and use planning in such proj ects needs to b e b alanced b etween 
housing space and social and commercial inf rastructure in order to av oid f urther 
densif ication/ ov ercrowding and displacement.  While redev elopment b ased on 
high-rise b uildings can b e a solution in certain socio-economic contex ts, it can 
lead to a numb er of  prob lems due to lif e-sty le issues, af f ordab ility , and 



inf rastructure and maintenance constraints.  T hese should b e tak en into 
consideration b y  gov ernments when initiating such partnership arrangements.  
Ab ov e all, such initiativ es should not b e at the cost of  slum dwellers’  access to 
land and serv ices.   
4 2 . B ased on the principle that water is lif e, and sanitation is dignity , cov erage of  
water supply  and sanitation serv ices should b e made av ailab le b y  gov ernments 
or responsib le agencies to slum dwellers irrespectiv e of  their tenure status.  
4 3 . G ov ernments could use land as a resource in the process of  slum upgrading 
and redev elopment proj ects to mob iliz e land v alue potential f or generating 
rev enues to cross-sub sidise housing and inf rastructure.  T hey  should ex plore 
possib ilities f or setting up a social eq uity  f und f rom the realisation of  such 
proj ects.  
4 4 . G ov ernments should prov ide security  of  tenure to inf ormal dwellers as the 
ov erarching condition f or success and sustainab ility  of  upgrading;  av oid ev iction, 
and if  resettlement is inev itab le, they  should f ind a negotiated solution b ased on 
slum dwellers right to adeq uate housing.  
4 5 . H ousing f inance is k ey  to slum upgrading and prev ention;  gov ernments 
should put into place legislativ e and f iduciary  mechanisms to f acilitate prov ision 
of  af f ordab le f inance including micro f inance and mortgages.  
4 6 . G ov ernments should promote self -help groups and cooperativ e housing 
initiativ es, especially  f or women, so that ownership stay s in the community  to 
av oid, inter alia, gentrif ication/ sale of  housing b y  b enef iciaries.  
4 7. G ov ernments should scale up proj ects to large scale programmes at city  and 
country  lev els f acing up to the doub le challenge of  upgrading ex isting slums and 
prev enting f uture slums.  H owev er, gov ernments in countries emerging f rom 
armed conf lict or natural disasters should do upgrading progressiv ely  starting 
f rom q uick  impact proj ects that are attractiv e to the b enef iciaries and include 
income generation opportunities.  
4 8 . U N -H AB I T AT , U N E S C AP , AD B  and other relev ant organisations should play  
a k ey  role in compiling and analy sing country  ex periences in the region and 
disseminate them to countries.  F or slum prev ention, they  should carry  out studies 



anticipating urb an population increase in order to meet the challenge of  slum 
prev ention, particularly  the need of  housing f or the weak er and migrating 
population and persuade policy -mak ers to adopt long-term housing plans, 
integrating the economically  weak er sections into the mainstream, and prov ide 
guidelines.   
4 9 . G ov ernments should b uild capacity  f or implementation of  upgrading and 
prev ention measures, including human and technical resources, where 
necessary  through collab orativ e ef f orts with dev elopment partners.  F urther, 
gov ernments should recognise and promote good cultural and traditional v alues 
that can enhance the liv elihoods of  slum dwellers.  
5 0 . G ov ernments should striv e to improv e liv ing conditions in rural areas and 
mak e rural centres more attractiv e to reduce population pressure on large cities 
and to promote well-f unctioning rural-urb an link ages.  
 
V . D e l i v e r y  o f  M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  o n  W a t e r  a n d  S a n i t a t i o n  i n  
t h e  A s i a -P a c i f i c  R e g i o n  
 
5 1 . Asia P acif ic is a region of  great div ersity  in all its aspects - sy stems of  
administration, culture and av ailab ility  of  water.  T here can, theref ore, b e no one 
b lueprint approach f or the f ull prov ision of  saf e water and sanitation serv ices to 
the people of  each country .  T here are multiple routes to match each dif f erent set 
of  circumstances particularly  at the micro lev el.  
5 2 . H owev er, the f undamental premise on which progress can b e made is that 
ensuring the deliv ery  of  water and sanitation serv ices is sq uarely  the 
responsib ility  of  each national gov ernment in Asia P acif ic R egion.  B ut to b e 
successf ul they  will need, ab ov e all, determined leadership and the political will 
that is ab solutely  necessary  to maintain the commitment that will b e needed.  
5 3 . T he b urden associated with inadeq uate cov erage and access and of  
inef f icient serv ice deliv ery  f alls heav iest on the most v ulnerab le and the poorest.  
L ack  of  access to saf e sanitation af f ects Women the most not only  in terms of  
their health b ut also their dignity  and saf ety , particularly  in areas of  conf lict or 
those af f ected b y  disasters.  Women and girls especially  f ind their productiv ity  



impaired b y  their social roles and the costly  and time-consuming task s of  
collection and storage of  water.  B ecause of  the lack  of  access and the poor 
q uality  of  serv ices, low tarif f s of ten do not help the poor, who are less lik ely  to b e 
connected in the f irst place and rely  on inf ormal v endors.  
5 4 . I nadeq uate and ill directed f inancial f lows together with poor technical and 
management capacities can and do f rustrate otherwise positiv e policy  initiativ es 
and cripple water and sanitation serv ice deliv ery .  F urther, restoration and up 
gradation of  water sanitation serv ices destroy ed b y  conf lict and natural disaster 
req uire special attention.  
5 5 . E nhancement of  inv estment in water / sanitation serv ices including 
gov ernment allocation, use of  institutional f inance ( including b ank s) , 
microf inance, and people’ s own resources.   
5 6 . E q ual sharing of  resources amongst v arious stak eholders including industrial 
and commercial estab lishments ( who of ten b enef it f rom perv erse sub sidies and 
low tarif f s)  and with poor communities ( who suf f er f rom high costs in terms of  
time and money  f rom unreliab le supplies of  ex pensiv e water)  b ased on b old 
increases in tarif f  lev els with generous and targeted sub sidies f or poor f amilies, 
with cost recov ery  f or sustainab ility .  
5 7. P rov ision of  suf f icient resources and incentiv es f or operation and 
maintenance including continued sub sidies f rom central f unds to local 
b odies/ serv ice prov iders who are not ab le to generate enough resources f rom 
consumers in their areas ( applicab le to b oth urb an and rural situations where 
there are large numb ers of  poor people and f ewer high pay ers including industrial 
and commercial estab lishments) .  
5 8 . I nv estment in training and sk ill dev elopment at all lev els of  local serv ice.  A 
case can also b e made f or the capacity  b uilding of  local elected representativ es 
( may ors, memb ers of  locally  elected b odies at town and v illage lev el)  who can 
only  discharge their ob ligations with proper inf ormation and some sub j ect 
k nowledge.  
5 9 . C iv il S ociety  organiz ations not only  champion the cause of  poor people b ut 
also introduce innov ations in technical designs, management sy stems ( including  



the role of  women’ s groups in traditionally  male b astions such as technical 
maintenance of  pub lic water and sanitation f acilities)  and accountab ility  
measures such as social audits.  S pecif ic resources allocated to civ il society  
organiz ations as would b e a b ig step f orward, particularly  in outreach to poor 
communities.   
6 0 . P ub lic disclosure of  water and sanitation b udgets and the regular scrutiny  of  
ex penditure is part of  an accountab ility  mechanism, which can help to direct 
resources to the right places ( such as slum settlements)  and to comb at 
corruption.   
6 1 . O f ten it is the prob lems of  b ig metropolitan centers that occupy  the attention 
of  policy  mak ers and serv ice prov iders.  S econdary  towns and peri-urb an areas 
receiv e disproportionately  small amounts of  time, attention and resources should 
adeq uately  prov ided.   
6 2 . T here is a need to create f iscal and legal measures ( such as right to 
inf ormation)  and sy stems that would enhance b etter disclosure.  I t should b e 
applied to all gov ernment departments, pub lic utilities or contracted priv ate 
operators at other serv ice prov iders.   
6 3 . B etter inf ormation will mak e it more possib le to measure perf ormance, 
address prob lems and serv e consumers according to their specif ic req uirements.  
C iv il society  organiz ations can play  an important part in the generation of  
accurate inf ormation ( including mapping)  ab out water and sanitation f acilities, not 
j ust their av ailab ility  b ut also their usage and their impact on the liv es of  poor 
people.   
6 4 . T he sustainab ility  of  improv ed deliv ery  hinges on institutional change, b ut the 
record of  delay ed proj ects or initiativ es req uires special mechanisms to ex pedite 
proj ects.   
6 5 . C onf usion in policy  dev elopment, administration and accountab ility  b etween 
gov ernment departments with a stak e in saf e water and sanitation prov ision 
including the ministries of  health, urb an dev elopment, water resources and 
possib ly  others is not unusual and more lik ely  in rapidly  growing urb an 



conglomerations.  P ractical steps to improv e the situation could include the 
f ollowing:  

 
• As f ar as national policy  and planning is concerned, it is important to cut 

across dif f erent ty pes of  contex ts – f rom b ig metropolitan centres to 
secondary  towns and peri-urb an areas.   

• I n order to av oid harmf ul env ironmental conseq uences such as water 
logging and mix ing of  sewage with storm water it is important to plan water 
and sanitation proj ects in an integrated manner and not seq uentially .   

6 6 . P olicies relating to land tenure and occupancy  rights in ‘ unrecogniz ed’  slums 
in urb an conglomerations sometimes result in v ery  large numb er of  poor people 
b eing lef t out of  water and sanitation proj ects.  S uitab le measures needs to b e 
addressed to ensure great ex clusiv ity .  
6 7. U se of  appropriate technology  f or water q uality , solid waste management and 
including promotion of  green technologies f or sustainab le env ironment 
management.  
6 8 . U se of  mapping tools lik e G I S  to map cov erage, resources and monitoring of  
q uality  and access to env ironmental serv ices.  
6 9 . While the primary  responsib ility  f or water and sanitation serv ices is that of  
gov ernments and appropriate local authority  there is enough ex perience to show 
that they  will need partnerships with others such as civ il society  organiz ations, 
the priv ate sector and regional k nowledge center to b e ab le to reach the lev els of  
cov erage, especially  among poor communities that will b e necessary  to reach the 
amb itious ob j ectiv e of  f ull cov erage.   
70 . T hree imperativ es are particularly  important:   

• T he need f or a concerted campaign ov er the nex t f iv e y ears to raise 
general awareness ( of  prob lems and solutions)  ab out issues concerning 
water, sanitation, hy giene and the env ironment and generate the driv e and 
momentum to change polices and gov ernance practices, b uilds 
community  empowerment and sector capacity .   



• T he need f or a multi stak eholder approach in each country  to achiev e 
sy nergies and a united ef f ort.   

• T he need f or activ e sharing of  inf ormation and ex perience across the 
region as part of  a region wide initiativ e.  

71 . Ab ov e all, sanitation prov ision should b e an ov erriding theme.  
 
V I . F i n a n c i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  u r b a n i s a t i o n   
7 2 .  T he f ollowing v iews and recommendations are related to f inancing 
sustainab le urb aniz ation.  T here is a need to consider the f ollowing 
recommendations b ased on dif f erent contex t of  each country  on scale of  
population, lev el of  urb aniz ation, lev el of  prosperity , env ironmental situation, 
political and administrativ e arrangements and lev el of  dev elopment 
 
C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
73 . C ompared to other continents, community  and civ il society  mov ements in 
Asia P acif ic region are relativ ely  strong.  T here is a strong mov ement of  self  help 
groups in sev eral countries.  Women are play ing a k ey  role in civ il society  
mov ements.  B ut many  of  them operate at small scale.   
74 . O v er half  of  the world’ s inadeq uate housing units are located in Asia-P acif ic – 
at roughly  5 0 0  million units.  T he housing sector is also sev erely  constrained b y  
lack  of  adeq uate and appropriate housing f inance sy stems.  I n f act, Asia’ s 
mortgage sector is one of  the least dev eloped in the world.  I n Asia, many  
countries’  mortgage f inancing per y ear is less than 2  per cent of  G D P .   
75 . T he maj ority  of  the poor in Asia rely  on non-mortgage b ased f inancing f or 
housing, partly  through shelter microf inance and community  f unding.  S ev eral 
gov ernments in the region hav e made signif icant interv entions through a v ariety  
of  measures to reach out to low income households.   
76 . M any  of  the cities in the region are not creditworthy .  T here is a paradox  of  
rich citiz ens and poor city  gov ernments.  B ut there are sev eral innov ations the 
region is undertak ing in improv ing the gov ernance and b ank ab ility  of  cities.  M any  
cities are creating world class inf rastructure to promote economic growth.  
S imilarly , some countries hav e supported local gov ernment ref orms related to:  



enhancing accountab ility , creditworthiness and own rev enues;  creation of  
incentiv e f unds to promote ref orms;  streamlining of  inter-gov ernmental transf ers;  
encouraging mark et b ased inv estments;  and, creation of  municipal b ond 
mark ets.  
77. T he C onf erence ack nowledges that there is a large f inance gap in housing 
and inf rastructure sectors in many  countries of  the region.  P rov ision of  housing 
and related serv ices continues to b e a challenge in many  Asian cities.  I ncreasing 
lev els of  income, glob alisation and empowered urb an citiz ens are demanding 
higher lev els of  serv ices in many  of  the Asian countries.  T here is also signif icant 
pressure to create Asian world class cities.  G iv en the structure of  the economies 
of  the countries in the region and integration with world mark ets, Asian cities will 
hav e to b e competitiv e on a glob al scale b oth in terms of  q uality  and cost 
ef f iciency  of  urb an management.   
78 . T he f inancial sector in the region is comparativ ely  well dev eloped to play  a 
critical role in housing and inf rastructure f inance.  M any  countries hav e lib eraliz ed 
their f inancial mark ets.  T he stock  mark ets in many  of  the countries are large and 
well dev eloped.  T he region is also ex periencing signif icant growth of  the I slamic 
b ank ing sy stem.  B ut the participation of  f inancial mark ets in f inancing of  housing 
and urb an inf rastructure has b een limited, and ef f orts hav e to b e made to b ring 
them on b oard in many  of  the dev eloping countries of  the region.  T he depth and 
b readth of  the capital mark ets prov ide opportunities to tap priv ate domestic 
capital.  I n general, the priv ate sector has contrib uted sub stantially  to 
dev elopment in the region.  
79 . M icro-f inance institutions and inf ormal mark ets dominate the f inancial 
serv ices f or the inf ormal sector and poor in many  parts of  the region.  T he 
penetration of  micro-f inance into the shelter f inance sector is signif icant in many  
of  the dev eloping countries of  the region.  S ignif icant ef f orts are underway  to 
integrate the inf ormal ( including micro-f inance)  mark ets with f ormal ones in many  
of  the countries in the region.   
 
 



C o m m u n i t y -l e d  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o c e s s  a n d  C i v i l  S o c i e t y  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  
8 0 . T here is a need f or scaling up of  these mov ements and processes and 
introducing the same in other dev eloping countries which do not currently  
practice them in a comprehensiv e way .  T here is a need to promote urb an low-
income housing policies and programs that are people-centred b ut community -
b ased.  
8 1 . N on-gov ernmental organisations and other civ il society  institutions hav e an 
important role to play  in ensuring access to f inance especially  f or poor.   
8 2 . Women hav e central role in any  sy stem of  the housing and f inancing as 
ev idenced in many  countries and as mandated b y  U N  resolutions.  O wnership 
and leasehold rights, b orrowings, b asic serv ices may  b e prov ided to the women  
 
D e e p e n i n g  o f  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  M a r k e t s  
8 3 . G iv en the innov ations and improv ed economic growth in the region, there is 
signif icant scope f or deepening of  the housing f inance mark ets and f inancial 
serv ices industry , especially  f or low-to-middle income households in many  of  the 
dev eloping countries of  the region.  T he k ey  measures in this regard include:    

• P romote af f ordab le housing through prov ision of  improv ed serv ice deliv ery  
and mak ing av ailab le serv iced land at the right time and the right price;  

• I mprov e land use planning as well as mak e land av ailab le through v arious 
measures ( including land b ank s) ;  

• P romote incremental housing and incremental f inancing link ed to:  
af f ordab ility  and increasing household incomes b ased on a non- 
discriminatory  b asis;  

• E ncourage lease and rental solutions f or the housing and land f or low 
income households;  

• D esign and implement specif ic f inance products f or housing and 
inf rastructure f or the poor within the main f inancial sy stem as well as 
through micro-f inance institutions b ased on af f ordab ility  ( to lend on an 
incremental b asis) ;  



• E stab lishment of  special purpose v ehicles f or intermediating mark et b ased 
housing f inance and f or improv ing the management of  housing stock , 
which could b e f unded f rom v arious sources including priv ate sector;  

• I ntroduction of  credit b ureaus f or sharing mark et inf ormation on clients;  
• E stab lishment of  mortgage insurance/ credit guarantee f acilities including 

f or title guarantees;  
• P romote securitiz ation mechanisms and other secondary  mark et 

dev elopment measures to promote liq uidity  f or housing and inf rastructure 
f inance;  

• F acilitate long term f unds f or housing and inf rastructure;  
• D eepen lif e and non-lif e insurance products especially  f or low income 

households;  and, housing loan products that are link ed contractual 
sav ings products;   

• E ncourage alternativ e house b uilding techniq ues;  and, appropriate 
standards and technologies, through b uilding centres, to reduce the cost 
of  construction of  house f or the poor;  

• E ncourage applied academic research in the urb an sector and promote 
b est practices.  

 
E n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  C a p a c i t y  o f  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  
8 4 . E nhanced f iscal capacity  of  local gov ernments enab les them to undertak e 
dev elopment work  at a large scale.  I t is essential that cities are made to work  f or 
all citiz ens – eq uitab ly  and ef f iciently .  T here are sev eral important actions that 
include:  

• F iscal decentraliz ation aimed at improv ing own rev enue b ase of  cities;  
• P romoting land b ased rev enue measures such as impact f ees and 

v aloriz ation charges to f inance maj or inf rastructure such as pub lic 
transport;  

• E mpowering cities to undertak e land dev elopment with a pro-poor f ocus;  
E nhancing the q uantity  and predictab ility  of  inter-gov ernmental transf ers, 
with special attention on output b ased aid and incentiv es f or ref orm;  



• P romoting credit rating of  local gov ernments;  
• R ule and mark et b ased municipal b orrowing f ramework s;   
• P romoting transparency  and ef f iciency  in pub lic ex penditure;  and  

 
R o l e  o f  P r i v a t e  S e c t o r  a n d  G e n e r a l  F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s  I n d u s t r y  
85. The following are the key recommend ations  related  to p riv ate 
s ector and  financial s erv ices  ind u s try 

• D eepen non-mortgage f inancing f or the housing and serv ices f or the poor 
through intermediaries such as micro-f inance institutions.  H ousing f inance 
may  b e ex tended in parallel with f inance f or income generating activ ities 
and link age to mark ets;  

• P romote priv ate sector participation f or housing and serv ices through 
“ B ottom of  P y ramid”  approaches as well as C orporate S ocial 
R esponsib ility  ( C S R ) ;   

• P romote univ ersal access to comprehensiv e f inancial serv ices;   
• P romote capital f lows f rom international mark ets, international f inancial 

institutions, f oreign inv estment b ased on national policies 
 
G o v e r n m e n t  F i n a n c i a l  a n d  N o n -F i n a n c i a l  S u p p o r t  
86 . The afford ab ility of the maj ority of the low-income hou s ehold s  is  a 
s ignificant concern.  G ov ernments  hav e a critical role to p lay in 
creating s u s tainab le financing mechanis ms  for hou s ing and  
infras tru ctu re d ev elop ment.  The following are the recommend ations :  

• E x plore introduction of  direct b ut targeted pro-poor “ smart”  sub sidies f or 
housing;  and in some cases, output-b ased aid f or inf rastructure;  

• E x plore initiating and sustaining dedicated large-scale comprehensiv e 
national inv estment programmes f or:  income-generation;  serv ice 
prov ision;  and, housing dev elopment in low-income neighb ourhoods.   

• Attract community  and priv ate sector f inancial resources to supplement 
gov ernment resources in the national programmes;  



• E x plore incentiv es such as tax  concessions or tax  holiday s to promote 
priv ate sector participation and attract the f inancial sector in urb an 
dev elopment.   

87 . The gov ernments  can als o p rov id e s u b s tantial non-financial 
s u p p ort throu gh the following meas u res :  

• E mphasis on housing and urb an dev elopment in national dev elopment 
policies;  

• L egal ref orms to promote priv ate sector participation and attract domestic 
f inancial sector into urb an dev elopment especially  f or low income 
households;  

• I nf luencing utiliz ation of  donor support f or housing and urb an 
dev elopment;  

• E nsuring that laws are enf orced;  
• Addressing issues of  env ironmental degradation to lessen the risk  and 

manage the cost of  housing and settlement dev elopment.  
 

R e g i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  
8 8 . T here is a need f or capacity  b uilding of  k ey  stak eholders and ex perience 
sharing in the region through regional f orums and other mechanisms.  
8 9 . E x plore the possib ility  of  estab lishment of  regional f und f or prov iding housing 
f inance f or poor in the Asia-P acif ic R egion.  
 
F o l l o w -u p  A c t i o n s  
9 0 . I t is  time to focu s  on action.  There is  a need  to imp lement p roj ects  
and  p rogrammes  that mov e the agend a forward  no matter how s mall 
or b ig.  Throu gh thes e interv entions , it would b e possib le to:  test the 
theories and the mark et;  b ring commercial orientation in local gov ernments;  and 
b uild scalab le and work ab le solutions to address the prob lems of  slum upgrading 
and slum prev ention.  T here is also need f or estab lishing country -lev el technical 
assistance f acilities that support proj ect implementation and policy  ref orms.   



9 1 . To enhance the u nd ers tand ing on mu ltip le d imens ions  of u rb an 
p ov erty and  v ariou s  typ es  of v u lnerab ilities  that u rb an p oor face,  it is 
desirab le that each memb er country  dev elops and adopts a national strategy  f or 
sustainab le and inclusiv e housing f inance sy stem.  S uch a strategy  may  include a 
well-def ined N ational Action P lan, which may  b e regularly  monitored f or ensuring 
the outcome.  
 
V I I . C o n s u l t a t i v e  M e c h a n i s m  
 
9 2 . E s tab lis h and  ins titu tionaliz e a cons u ltativ e mechanis m of A s ia-
P acific M inis ters  res p ons ib le for hou s ing and  u rb an d ev elop ment.  
The cons u ltativ e mechanis m will p lay a s ignificant role in the 
realiz ation of the v is ion of s u s tainab le u rb aniz ation b y 2 0 2 0  in A s ia-
P acific.  
 
T he C onsultativ e M echanism should:  
 

• S erv e as a f orum and network  to discuss the urb an challenge at the 
continental lev el and regional lev el as a b asis f or national, prov incial and 
local lev el strategies and policies and as a f ocus f or the discussion of  the 
H ab itat Agenda and the relev ant M illennium D ev elopment G oals and 
T argets;  

• E ncourage and promote the strengthening of  good urb an gov ernance in 
Asia P acif ic and  serv e as a platf orm f or adv ocacy  of  inclusiv e urb an 
gov ernance;  

• C hampion and support innov ativ e housing, urb an dev elopment and land 
management practices in Asia-P acif ic;  

• P romote dev elopment of  appropriate housing and low-cost construction 
technology  f or rural and urb an housing;  



• F acilitate S outh-S outh and international ex changes of  ex pertise, research, 
ex perience and b est practices in human settlements  among priv ate 
sector, civ il society  and other stak eholders in the region;  

• D ev elop a b etter understanding of  urb an land dy namics that can lead to 
improv ed land tenure and to the growth of  urb an land mark ets in Asia-
P acif ic ;   

• P rov ide and promote a supportiv e env ironment f or inf ormal sector 
activ ities, including street v ending, within national regulatory  f ramework ;  

• S upport relief  and rehab ilitation of  shelter and human settlements 
dev elopment in post-conf lict and post-disaster situations;  

• U rge dev elopment partners and multi-lateral agencies to assist Asia 
P acif ic countries on f inancing housing and urb an inf rastructure 
dev elopment;  

• P romote capacity  b uilding ef f orts and encourage strong ties b etween 
research institutions to understand b etter the economic, legal and f inancial 
importance of  housing urb an dev elopment and urb an land in Asia-P acif ic;  

• E ncourage the collection and sharing of  data and inf ormation that can 
improv e the planning and management of  urb an dev elopment;   

• P romote the institutionalisation of  a culture f or urb an planning including 
the preparation of  urb an strategic plans at b oth national and local authority  
lev el;   

• E ncourage the mob iliz ation of  domestic f inancial resources f or housing 
and urb an dev elopment and promote the necessary  partnerships f or 
attainment of  this ob j ectiv e;   

• M ainstream urb an and other issues dealing with human settlements in the 
macro-economic f ramework s and national b udgets of  Asia-P acif ic 
gov ernments;  

• P rov ide a f ocal point to link  relev ant aspects of  regional strategic initiativ es 
as well as international processes and undertak ings consistent with the 
agenda f or sustainab le urb anisation;  

• E stab lish monitoring and ev aluation mechanisms;  



• E ncourage partnerships with priv ate sector f or shelter , urb an 
inf rastructure and serv ices ;  

• U ndertak e all other f unctions that will lead to the realiz ation of  the goals of  
the E nhanced F ramework  of  I mplementation f or H ousing and H uman 
S ettlements in Asia-P acif ic adopted b y  this C onf erence;  

• E x plore possib ilities of  estab lishing a regional f und f or housing f inance f or 
the poor;  

• E ncourage f ast-track  implementation of  water and sanitation programmes 
to achiev e the M D G  targets;  

• P romote b road-b ased participation, tak ing into account the issues related 
to y outh, women, disab led, and v ulnerab le groups;  

• P romote and encourage policies and programmes that are people centric 
and community  b ased;  

• P romote a sense of  urb an citiz enship through f ostering civ ic 
responsib ilities.  

9 3 . E stab lish link s with other inter-ministerial conf erences work ing on issues 
related to the H ab itat Agenda, including, b ut not limited to, matters concerning 
water supply  and sanitation, local gov ernment, land and inf rastructure.  
 


